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RURAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INTEGRATION & ENVIRONMENT 

 

COMMUNITY & RURAL DEVELOPMENT & INTEGRATION 

LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LCDC)  

LOCAL ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY PLAN 

Submissions on the Local Economic and Community Plan are currently being sought from 

the Municipal Districts and Regional Assembly.   Following this, an LCDC meeting will take 

place on the 3rd December to discuss the draft LECP Implementation Plan before it is 

presented to Plenary Council at the December meeting.    

LOCAL ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME 

Minister for Rural and Community Development Heather Humphreys and Minister of State 

ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ WƻŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ϵт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Development LƻŎŀƭ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ нлнрέΦ    

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ϵс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

community groups and organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged 

communities in rural and urban areas.   A ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ϵм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘǎΣ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

energy and running costs, to help them continue their important work within the 

community. 

Galway County Council is being allocated ϵ183,086 in capital funding and ϵ30,514 in current 

funding.   It is intended that the Local Enhancement Programme will be advertised in 

January 2025, with funding recommendations to be returned to the Department of Rural 

and Community Development by end March 2025, with formal announcements thereafter 

by the Department.    

The scheme is designed to ensure local priorities are identified and met, so as to improve 

and enhance community facilities for all. All funding will be available to a diverse range of 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜŘǎκƎroups, 

community centres, parish halls and other local voluntary groups. 

HEALTHY IRELAND  

The Healthy Islands initiative continued its Health & Wellbeing events throughout October, 

culminating in final events being rolled out on Inis Oírr and Inis Bofin. Each island hosted a 

schedule of talks, attracting both the community and local school children.  Attendees were 

pleased to receive merchandise and healthy foods and refreshments on the day to model 
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what Healthy Eating entails and to receive advice from the many agencies who attended 

with their information stands. Healthy Ireland Galway looks forward to returning to the 

offshore islands to offer future targeted Health & Wellbeing events for men and women 

within the community.  
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Our Health & Wellbeing event hosted in Leitir Mealláin for Mental Health Day was a 

tremendous success! We had a fantastic turnout from the local community, who attended 

our information talks beginning with Padraig Fahey representing Parkrun to host the first 

talk on the benefits of Physical Activity for 

Mental and Physical Wellbeing. Anita Murphy 

impressed the audience with a talk on 

Women's Health and Menopause; Thrive 

Conamara gave a talk on Mental Health and 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘǊƛǾŜ ConamaraΩ ƛƴ 

supporting mental health in the community. 

To finish there was a brief outline of how 

Mindfulness can be incorporated into our 

daily lives followed by a mindfulness practice 

by Caitriona Ni Ghiollaphádraig. The health 

checks conducted by Croí and Foot Health Podiatry, Baile Chláir, were a big success, and 

there was an abundance of valuable 

information shared on Health & 

Wellbeing throughout the event. 
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¢ƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ aƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ Ψр ²ŀȅǎ ǘƻ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Healthy Galway City and County in partnership with the Integration Teams for Galway City 

and County.   This was a great opportunity to celebrate Mental Health Month with the 

migrant and refugee populations of Galway and raise further awareness of positive mental 

health and wellbeing. The theme of this event was ΨCƛǾŜ Ways to ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΩΤ which alludes 

to simple actions to practice each day to maintain or improve everyday mental health 

and wellbeing through connection, learning, being active, awareness and the practice of 

giving. The event was well-attended, 

drawing participants from across Galway 

with a diverse mix of cultural 

backgrounds, including Ukrainian, 

Muslim, Somali, and other nationalities. 

The day featured a variety of activities 

such as cooking demonstrations, barber 

cuts, hand massages, face painting, and 

balloon animals. Additionally, Galway 

Community Circus participated with two trainers to support guests and facilitate activities. 

The event also included live music, Afro-Brazilian dance workshops, and guided walks in 

Merlin Woods. Refreshments and healthy snacks were provided to further enrich the event 

and encourage healthy eating. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
 

PRIDE OF PLACE AWARDS 

County Galway has continued its track record of success in the IPB Pride of Place 

Competition with Kinvara and Williamstown both named Runners-Up at the All-Island Pride 

of Place Awards Ceremony in Monaghan on 2nd November.   Each year, the local authority 

selects 2 ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Dŀƭǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άhǎŎŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

{ŜŎǘƻǊέ to showcase and celebrate their achievements.   The Kinvara and Williamstown 

communities were visited by IPB Pride of Place judges in September when their group 

representatives made formal presentations before bringing the judges on a tour of their 

locality highlighting the elements of their voluntary efforts of which they are most proud.   

Kinvara Tidy Towns were nominated ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ϧ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ and 

showcased their collaborative efforts including the development of a Biodiversity Action 

Plan; planting of more than 9,000 native trees of local families, landowners, schools & 

community groups; and collaborative projects with Kinvara Hockey, Kinvara GAA and 

residents to develop habitat mapping, a biodiversity trail, and a series of wildlife and 

biodiversity citizen science exploration projects with local schools and ecologists.    
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REPRESENTATIVES OF 

KINVARA TIDY TOWNS WITH 

THEIR RUNNER-UP AWARD 

 

 

 

 

Williamstown ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άл-олл ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ and showcased their 

continued restoration and development of Williamstown Mill and Millers Cottage, the 

delivery of a 3.3km walkway with biodiversity signage and boards on the Bog Road, and a 

safe walkway linking the primary schools to the GAA Grounds, in addition to other 

collaborative Tidy Towns 

projects with local schools. 

   

REPRESENTATIVES OF 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

COMMUNITY GROUPS WITH 

THEIR RUNNER-UP AWARD 

 

 

 

TIDY TOWNS 

The results of the National Tidy Towns Competition 2024 were announced on 1st November, 

with Galway communities doing the County proud.   In announcing Ballincollig as the 

National Winner, Minister Heather Humphries acknowledged the role of Tidy Towns 

Volunteers saying, ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΦ   Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ пр ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǿƘƻ 

enter the Tidy Towns Competition and invest huge time and effort to organise clean-ups, 

biodiversity and sustainability initiatives, environmental awareness workshops, and general 

improvement projects in town and village centres, housing estates, local amenities, and 

approach roads. Overall, our Groups were successful in achieving 10 Special Awards and 

Medals as follows:  
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ü Milltown successful retained their Gold Medal and 1st place in the County.  

ü Huge congratulations to the community of Abbey who have become the second area in 

the County to achieve a Gold Medal and retained second place in the County.  

ü Huge congratulations also to the community of Tuam who become the first town in 

County Galway to achieve medal status, being awarded a Bronze Medal in 2024.  

ü An Spidéal have consolidated their excellent progress over the last number of years and 

retained 3rd place in the County.  

ü For the second year in a row, Tullycross Village has received the Endeavour Award, 

which is awarded to the group who have achieved the highest increase in marks since 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ¢ǳƭƭȅŎǊƻǎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊƪǎ 

in the competition by an unbelievable 69 points!  

ü Cuan Beo Environmental Group Kinvara were one of 4 National Winners of the Waters 

and Communities Award  

ü Oranmore Tidy Towns were the Regional Winner of the Pollinator Award for Large 

Towns.  

ü Kinvara Tidy Towns were one of 2 areas in the country who were Highly Commended 

under the EPA Circular Economy Award.  

ü Abbey Tidy Towns were the national winner of the Circular Economy Award.  

ü Abbeyknockmoy Parish Society were the national winner of the Gum Litter Task Force 

Award Village/Small Town Category and also won the overall award in this category.   

NATIONAL AGE FRIENDLY RECOGNITION AND ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

Galway County Council was honoured as a National Award Winner at an Awards Ceremony 

on 7th November to celebrate age friendly initiatives across the World Health Organisation 

Age Friendly Themes.     

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ the Cnoc (Indreabhán) and Casla Bus Shelters, won the 

overall national award under the Age Friendly Transport Award category, sponsored by the 

Department of Transport. The Age Friendly Transport Award category celebrates initiatives 

that enhance mobility for older adults, supporting them in reaching their desired 

destinations safely and conveniently. The Award Category recognises that access to high-

quality and reliable transport options significantly improves the quality of life for older 

adults, helping them maintain their independence and active engagement with the 

community.    

Having been nominated by the Roads & Transportation Unit, the competition Judges visited 

the project in September, receiving a presentation on the project and meeting local 

residents who have been impacted positively by these vital infrastructural projects.    The 

project was recognised for its thoughtful planning and design of the bus shelters, which 

specifically accommodate the needs of local people with disabilities and older adults.   This 

was done by re-orienting the shelters to protect the users from the prevailing westerly 

winds ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ 
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the local community which was demonstrated through the personal stories of local users.     

The Council also worked closely with local residents and Elected Members, collaborating on 

elements such as land dedications to ensure the bus shelters were convenient to all local 

amenities and services.    

 

STAFF FROM THE ROADS & 

TRANSPORTATION UNIT & 

COMMUNITY DEPARTMENT 

WITH GALWAY COUNTY OPC 

MEMBER RECEIVING THE 

NATIONAL TRANSPORT 

AWARD  

 

The mission of Age Friendly Ireland is that Ireland will become a great place in which to 

grow older and the other award-winning projects demonstrate how similar initiatives can be 

replicated across communities:  

ü Age Friendly Community Innovation Award: Creative Cafes, Monaghan County Council 

ü Age Friendly Communication Award: Directory of Health and Social Care Services for 

Older People, HSE with Laois & Offaly County Councils  

ü !ƎŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ !ǿŀǊŘΥ LƴŦƛƭƭ !ƎŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ .ǊŀŘȅΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘΣ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ǳōƭƛƴ 

County Council  

ü Age Friendly Environment Award: Joint Winners were Ballymore Eustace Age Friendly & 

Climate Friendly Village ς Kildare County Council & Creating Age Friendly & Inclusive 

each Access in Donegal ς Donegal County Council & Community Groups  

ü Age Friendly Safety & Security Award: Halloween Safety Door Hanger Initiative, An 

Garda Síochána Kerry  

ü Age Friendly Business Innovation Award: Ae Friendly Care from Eir 

ü Age Friendly Active & Healthy Ageing Award: Rosemount GAA Social Initiative 

Westmeath 

Other activities by Galway County Age Friendly Programme during the month were:  

¶ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƭƛŦŘŜƴ. 

¶ Work on reviewing the Directory of Services for Older People to issue a reprint. 

¶ Attendance at Age Friendly Walkability Training & Business Recognition Training. 
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¶ ¢ǿƻ άtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊέ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

have been arranged for County Galway, in 

partnership with the Irish Hospice and the 

Decision Support Service.   These will 

provide important information for older 

people on planning legal, medical, 

financial, and personal affairs for the 

future.    

- Church Gallery Ballinasloe: Thursday 

28th November 2.15 p.m.  

- Courthouse Oughterard:          Friday 

29th November 10.30 a.m.  

The Decision Support Service will be on-

site to help attendees open an account on 

their portal.    

COMHAIRLE NA NÓG 

The Comhairle AGM took place on Wednesday 30th October in County Hall.  Students from 

around the county represented their schools at the AGM.  The students progressed on their 

topic of Mental Health with a number of break-out rooms taking place.    A Steering Group 

meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 27th November at 4.30 p.m.   to close off work on the 

2024 topics which are Mental Health and Transport and confirm the chosen topics for 2025.  

REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

LOCAL COMHAIRLÍ  

ATTENDING THE 

COMHAIRLE NA NÓG 

AGM HELD IN COUNCIL 

CHAMBER ON 

WEDNESDAY 30TH 

OCTOBER 2024  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK (PPN) 

ACTING AS AN INFORMATION HUB:  

Galway County PPN circulated a Bi-Monthly e-Newsletter on the 1st and 15th of the month to 

all 1,341 member organisations, Elected Members and Council staff, which is also available 

to the public on the PPN website (https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/) and PPN social media. 

The newsletter contains information relevant to PPN Members, Community Groups and 

Non-Profits in County Galway, under the following heading: PPN News, Council & 

Government News, Consultations & Public Engagement, Funding & Grants, Training & 

https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/
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Development, An Cúinne Gaeilge (Irish Corner), Supports & Resources, Notice Board & 

Events.   Any submissions from Council Departments or other agencies for future 

newsletters should be sent to ppn@galwaycoco.ie.   The PPN continues to distribute 

multiple consultations and funding opportunities from the Local Authority and other 

sources, training opportunities, and events for the community sector, via email to our 

members database, and on our social media. 

BUILDING CAPACITY:  

The PPN Workers disseminated information on multiple 

PPN Members Training being provided online by and for 

ttbΩǎ ƛƴ the North-West Regional PPN Network.     

 

The PPN Winter Plenary Event is taking place on Tuesday 

19th November 2024, in the Conamara Cost Hotel, from 

6:00 ς 8:30 pm.   The Plenary (all member groups) is the 

key decision maker of the PPN on operational issues and 

local policy focus for the PPN, meeting at least twice a 

year. Their role is to direct the operation of the PPN, 

setting overall PPN policy and processes, for example 

agreeing the annual Workplan, the Budget and so on.      

Decisions made between Plenary meetings must be 

presented for ratification (that is, approval) to the 

following meeting.   The Winter Plenary will include 

exhibition stands on a variety of topics in addition to presentations on the workplan and 

budget 2024, ratification of PPN representatives from recent nomination & election 

processes, and a presentation on the Community Support Schemes 2025.  

 

Galway County PPN Delegates attended the PPN National Conference in Limerick on 17th 

and 18th October 2024, organised by Limerick PPN to celebrate 10 years of the Public 

Participation Networks.     Reports from the Conference and workshop presentations are 

available at https://www.limerickppn.ie/national-ppn-conference-2024/.  Video from the 

Conference is available at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWHnW7hn8WE 
 

mailto:ppn@galwaycoco.ie
https://www.limerickppn.ie/national-ppn-conference-2024/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWHnW7hn8WE


   

 

12 

 

 

PPN SECRETARIAT MEMBERS 

ATTENDING THE NATIONAL PPN 

CONFERENCE:  

L - R: VINCENT LYONS, MARTINA FINN, 

MARIA HENEGHAN, AODÁN 

MACDONNACHA  

 

 

 

PROMOTING REPRESENTATION 

The PPN has recently filled 10 of the 11 PPN Representative posts on the newly formed 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ό{t/ΩǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ttb ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

seat.   

ARTS OFFICE  

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION CRAUGHWELL ς TURLOUGH WALK  

Galway County Council and the OPW - 

Office of Public Works have been 

collaborating on " A River Runs through 

it", a Per Cent for Art Commission for 

Craughwell, Co. Galway. 

 Following the Stone Carving Festival 

held on Craughwell bridge in May, the 

stone sculpture by commissioned artist 

Stephen Burke is well underway. The 

artwork will be forming a sculptural 

stone seating with carved details 

inspired by the Dunkellin river and Rahasane 

Turlough on the Bridge in Craughwell.  

 As part of the Artist's engagement with 

Craughwell, we hosted a Turlough walk on Saturday 

morning 2nd November at 11 a.m. led by the 

sculptor Stephen Burke, environmental scientist 

Gordon D'Arcy and Turlough shareholder Maura 

Lyons. , for an informal walk on the Rahasane 
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Turlough. The morning featured a talk on the inspiration behind the sculptures from the 

artists and wildlife and local history from Gordon and Maura. 

GALWAY COMMUNITY YOUTH CIRCUS TUAM  

After a very successful pilot programme of circus classes in Tuam in 2022, Galway 

Community Circus is continuing to run Youth Circus classes in Tuam with the support of 

Galway County Council Arts Office. In 2024 

the Circus is committed to taking a further 

step towards a permanent second space 

for Galway Community Circus in Tuam. 

They continue to offer limited classes while 

they work on a suitable space for our 

members.  

Flea Circus in Tuam: The Flea Circus 

introduces children aged 5 to 7 years to 

circus arts through a variety of fun games 

and activities. At this young age, the principles of teamwork, self-belief and understanding 

can have their foundations, paving the way for further development as they grow older. 

Junior Circus in Tuam: The Junior Circus classes are designed for young people aged 8 to 11 

years. We engage in the various disciplines of circus, including aerial, manipulation, balance, 

acrobatics, clowning, as well as stage presence. 

Classes are held at The Family Centre (TUSLA Building) Sports Hall, Dublin Road, Tuam, Co. 

Galway H54 AH75 and subsidised places are offered with the support of the Arts Office.  

SPARKCATCHERS TINY MUTINY  

TƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƛƴȅ aǳǘƛƴȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

!ǿŀǊŘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜƳōŀǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

showcase of new work from across the arts in the spring of 2025. The selected young artists 

and mentors are being guided throughout the project by Tuam based Sparkcatchers Jojo 

Hynes and Midie Corcoran.  

The Tiny Mutiny Project Award funded by Galway County Council recipients are: 

¶ Lauren Caine & Eske Walsh Olesen from Oughterard being mentored in Animation. 

¶ Thomas Roche and A.N. Saville from Tuam being mentored in Graffiti. 

¶ Ciarán Mahony from Athenry being mentored in Filmmaking.  

¶ Cian Geraghty, Liam Carroll, Ultan Krause, Adam Nagajek who are TaLLLon, a Rock 

Band from South Galway being mentored in Music. 
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¢ƛƴȅ aǳǘƛƴȅ ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǇŀǊƪǎΩ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ .ǊŜŀƴŘłƴ j 5ƻƴƴŀŎƘŀ ŦǊƻƳ Lƴƛǎ hƝǊǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ DǊŀŦŦƛǘƛ 

mentor Garreth Joyce during their masterclass in Inis Oírr Co. Galway 

 

Tiny Mutiny - ΨtǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎΩ ϧ ΨCƛǊǎǘ {ǇŀǊƪǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 

teenagers from across the county the opportunity to realise their artistic proposals with 

support from professional mentors. 

 

ART WORKSHOPS FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN AN SPIDÉAL  

The Arts Office in collaboration with artist Ceara Conway and 

the Integration Team and Forum Connemara have put 

together a series of workshops for older members of the 

community to include Ukranian Residents in An Spidéal.   

Workshops will include Candle making with Emma Hyland, 

Felting with Bernie Dignam and pottery with Jacqui Ryan.   

The aim is for the women to enjoy learning new creative skills 

and for them to have the opportunity to engage with artists 

and connect and integrate with the volunteer group.  

 

CONNEMARA SEA WEEK YOUTH PROJECT 

Once again, we were delighted to collaborate with the festival on a number of youth arts 

projects over the festival. Supporting After the Light Parade and engaging with young 

people to develop and arts programme that responds to climate change on a local, regional 

and national level.  
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AFTER THE LIGHT PARADE, 

LETTERFRACK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTHREACH GROUP 

LETTERFRACK 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE IRELAND 

DRAWDOWN 

November is Drawdown month for Creative Ireland, which means that we have a lot of 

projects across the county coming to a close. It has been wonderful to see all the reports 

coming in and to see what a difference this funding makes to our communities all over 

Galway County.  

CREATIVE IRELAND BURSARIES 

The Creative Ireland Bursary Scheme gives community groups the opportunity to engage 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ϵоллΣлллΦ Sadly, we cannot fund everyone, but 

the ones who were successful really showed their value and proved to us that the panel 

made the right choice. The following are a few examples of the 2024 Creative Ireland 

Bursary Awardees.  
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BRÚ BHRÍDE ς ENGAGE CIRCUS PROJECT 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ .Ǌǵ .ƘǊƝŘŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

Each week, between 30 and 50 children attended the classes where they learned circus 

skills, built confidence, and made 

new friends. Both participants 

and parents reported being 

thrilled to have such an exciting 

project taking place in the town. 

The ages ranged from very small 

children up to older teens. The 

project was also one of the longer 

running ones, taking place from 

May until mid-October. Projects 

of this type are important as they 

give the children and young 

people a great opportunity to 

engage with creativity in a meaningful way while also allowing shyer children the time 

needed to warm up to a new environment and come out of their shells.  

COIS CLADAIGH ς AISTEAR AN TSAOIL 

Cois Cladaigh are a Brothers of Charity 

Arts Group based in Casla, in 

Conamara. They carry out all of their 

workshops through Irish. In 2023 they 

ran a Creative Ireland funded project 

which saw the participants create self-

portraits. Many of the pieces utilised 

found objects from the seashore. This 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

involved a deeper dive into the 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀs 

members of a community that was traditionally built on fishing. Using this as inspiration, the 

participants created beautiful ceramic boats as an expression of their identity as members 

of a coastal community. They also created collages on boat sails. These pieces were 

exhibited as part of the Clifden Arts Festival. They are currently on exhibit in Ionad Cultúrtha 

an Phiarsaigh, Rosmuc. This exhibition was launched by Éamon Ó Cuív who spoke very 

highly of the contribution of Galway County Council to this important and impactful body of 

work. Attendees were also treated to piece of trad music which the group had written with 

their teachers, and there was even some impromptu dancing! 
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GALWAY TRAVELLER MOVEMENT ς RECLAIMING CULTURAL SPACES 

For 2024, Galway Traveller Movement ran a large-scale programme of cultural events as 

part of the Ballinasloe Horse Fair and the Misleór Festival. Reports on the day were that 

they were the best part of the festival. GTM showcased local talent and got great 

participation from the Traveller community on the day. They presented a display of Beady 

Pockets and the artwork of the young people who engage with the Ballinasloe Traveller 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇΦ Over 500 people were engaged throughout the day. Tom McDonnell gave 

a live demonstration of tin smithing and Margaret Carr and Francis Ward entertained the 

crowds with their music. Show Time Media also showcased 10 short films promoting 

Traveller and nomadic cultures.  

GORT ARTS GROUP ς FITE FUAITE 2: EXPLORING CREATIVITY IN GORT 

Gort Arts Groups are truly going from 

strength to strength in their creative 

programming. Over the course of 2024, they 

held workshops in Print Making, Lantern 

Making, and Eco Art. They also held 

workshops in specific locations to target 

harder to reach groups. These were a 

Movement and Expression workshop with the 

Brothers of Charity, Painting for Wellbeing 

with the Gort Cancer Support Centre, and Live Music at Rosemount Nursing Home. In total 

almost 100 people engaged with these free to attend workshops. The variety of areas 

covered and commitment to ensuring that Creativity is accessible for everyone is a true 

testament to the ethos of the Creative Communities programme and one that we are proud 

to support.  

LIMELIGHT CREATIVE ARTS ς SENSORYSCAPE 

Last, but by no means least, we have Limelight Creative Arts. This is a Brothers of Charity 

Arts Centre based in Oranmore. The service users of Limelight are no strangers to creativity. 

In recent years they have produced a stop motion animation film, exhibitions of paintings, 

and even an original piece of theatre. This year, with funding from Creative Ireland and 

Galway County Council, the 20 service users at Limelight attended a series of 24 pottery 

workshops. During these sessions they had the opportunity to experiment with several 

different ceramic techniques, including surface design, glazing, printing, and firing in the 

kiln. The then installed a large metal plate in the sensory room. The students attached 

magnets to the objects they created so that they can arrange them into a decorative 

mandala on the metal sheet. We have been informed by Limelight that the participants 

showed such an interest in the medium that they will be continuing the project over the 
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next year adding to the sculpture and allowing them to rotate the design through the 

seasons.  

LOOKING FORWARD 

As the 2024 Season of Creative Ireland funding draws to a close, we are looking forward at 

our 2025 programme. Planning has already begun on how to utilise this stream of funding to 

its fullest potential. The 2025 Creative Ireland Bursary Programme will be opening for 

applications in mid-December 2024 with a view to allowing awardees to begin their projects 

as early as February 2025. As this programme continues to grow, it is incredibly exciting to 

see the creativity of our communities shine through in such a wide variety of ways. We are 

looking forward to seeing what creative ideas the people of County Galway come up with 

for 2025.  

GALWAY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 

COUCH TO 5K 

Galway Sports Partnership through HSE Funding is running Couch to 5k programmes in 

Clifden, Loughrea and Westside. 

These 6-week programmes are suitable for beginners/ walkers and those new to running at 

three locations in November: Loughrea, Westside and Clifden.  

The couch to 5km programme starts with a series of run-walk intervals to get participants 

moving gradually with a progressive six-week plan that brings participants from walking to 

jogging and running. This highly popular programme works as it gives participants an 

element of accountability, support and confidence, under the supervision of an experienced 

coach.   
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INCLUSIVE SWIMMING PROGRAMME 

Galway Sports Partnership through Ballinasloe Community Sports Hub in partnership with 

Coral Leisure Ballinasloe started an Inclusive 

Swim Programme for Children with additional 

needs.  The programme had 8 participants 

with an age range of 5-14 year of age and all 

were supported throughout the programme 

by a parent/guardian to help build the 

confidence of both the participant in the 

water and also the parent/guardian.  This 

programme was available free of charge 

through Dormant Account and HSE Funding.  

Due to demand another programme is 

scheduled for early 2025 and it is also hoped 

to extend this programme to more areas in 

2025. 

SCHOOLS WATER SAFETY 

Dŀƭǿŀȅ {ǇƻǊǘǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ŀŦŜǘȅ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ wƻǎƛŜ wŜƛŘ 

under the Ballinasloe Community Sports Hub initiative to deliver a practical Water Safety 

programme to 154 first ȅŜŀǊΩǎ students of Garbally College and Ard Scoil Mhuire in support 

of the Junior Cycle Physical 

Education aim to meeting the 

Junior Cycle PE Curriculum strand 

2 learning outcome 2.9. 

Demonstrate an understanding of 

personal survival and water safety 

considerations. The students had 

a great time learning in a practical 

fun environment with lots of 

physical activity incorporated.   

PRIMARY SCHOOLS BASKETBALL PROGRAMME 

Ballinasloe Community Sports Hub initiative in partnership with Basketball Ireland 

commenced an 8-week ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀǎƭƻŜΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ - Scoil an Chroi 

Naofa, Scoil Uí Cheithearnaigh, Creagh N.S. and Newtown N.S. The programme supplied the 

schools with 102 basketballs and a professional Basketball player from the United States 

who is playing with University of Galway and working with Basketball Ireland coaching. 501 

students will get the opportunity to learn the skills of basketball with improving their 

fundamental movement skills concurrently.  
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BALLINASLOE MID TERM ATHLETIC CAMP 

Galway Sports Partnership through the Ballinasloe Community Sports Hub initiative in 

collaboration with Ballinasloe and District Athletics Club, Involve Youth Services and  JK 

Fitness delivered a very enjoyable FUN-ŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ {ƪƛƭƭǎ άtƛƭƻǘέ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ /ŀƳǇ 

in the Dunlo Recreational Athletics Track on 29th & 30th October to 46 children over 4 hours 

split between the two 

days. The improvement in 

fundamental movement 

skills over the 4 hours was 

outstanding proving the 

effectiveness of this 

programme.    

 

 

WOMEN IN SPORT 

A new HER Moves campaign was launched 

by Sport Ireland to focused on teenage girls 

with the launch of their new film on October 

11th, the International Day of the Girl. It 

aims to amplify ƎƛǊƭΩǎ voices and spark 

discussion around the complex issues they 

say contribute to them dropping out of 

sport.   
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Galway Sports Partnership was successful under a Dormant Accounts application through 

Sport Ireland for a specific HER Moves initiative which will be starting in 2025. 

TEENAGE GIRLS IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY ς MYTHS, STRENGTH TRAINING & 

NUTRITION 

Orna Murray will return for 

her second online workshop 

on Thursday 14th November at 

7pm, this time covering topics 

that were chosen with the 

feedback from our last 

webinar in May 2024. Orna is 

co-founder of Move2B, a 

platform that aims to provide information and evidence-based solutions to prevent teenage 

girls from disengaging or dropping out from sport and physical activity.   These workshops 

are extremely insightful and are a great avenue for people working with teenage girls to 

learn how they can better cater for this cohort.   

SPORT IRELAND COACHING TEENAGE GIRLS WORKSHOP 

Galway Sports Partnership will deliver Sport Ireland Coaching ά¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ GiǊƭǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ for 

the first time in Galway on December 11th at 6.30-9.30pm. The workshop aims to support 

and educate coaches to specificities of teenage girls and sport. It will be co-delivered by 

Galway Sports Partnership staff who are trained tutors.   

The interactive format will offer opportunities for experience sharing while equipping 

coaches with best practice 

solutions they can adapt to 

their own setting.  

It covers topics such as the 

reasons why girls engage and 

disengage from sport, the 

Menstrual Cycle and practical 

tips in how to create a positive 

coaching environment.  
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WOMEN AND GIRLS GYM PROGRAMMES 

Funded through Sport Ireland women in Sport Funding Galway Sports Partnership is running 

this programme in Letterfrack, Loughrea, Tuam and 

Ballinasloe. 

The 6-week programme in a gym environment 

encourages women & teen girls to be more 

comfortable and confident to exercise on their 

own and to train effectively towards their goals. 

Fun is central to the programme, with each 

session delivered in a positive and empowering 

environment. These classes are suitable for all levels of fitness and designed to engage 

women and girls back to exercise with an opportunity to learn and improve their fitness.  

RURAL FUNDING SCHEMES 

CLÁR 

The annual Clár programme allocations were announced for Co Galway on 7th October and 

all 15 projects submitted by Galway County Council to the Department of Rural and 

Community Development were awarded funding, giving a total ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵтнпΣтрр in the 

County.    This investment marks continued support for rural communities to sustain 

community meeting places, amenities and infrastructural upgrades. 

Community 

Group/Facility 

Project Description  Amount 

awarded 

Scoil Mhuire 

Gan Smal - 

Ballygar 

National 

School 

New Multi Use Games Area surface, upgrading the 

currently 39-year-old tarmac play area. This addresses 

several critical needs within Ballygar's community: 

delivering high-quality all-weather training and playing 

areas for local sports teams who currently travel 

elsewhere, as well as serving as an inclusive hub for 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  
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community events - supporting Tidy Towns, Ballygar 

Carnival, and Ballygar Heritage Group - all in the heart of 

the village. 

Kilchreest 

National 

School Board 

of 

Management 

This project by Kilchreest National School Board of 

Management will deliver a 700m walking track providing 

an accessible, safe facility next to the National School, 

accessible to families, senior citizens and persons with 

disabilities. The hill to rear of the site will be removed in 

preparation for new astro turf pitch location, opening 

views of natural surrounds. Picnic benches and Age 

Friendly seating will be installed to perimeter of track 

with development to enhance existing flora and fauna. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Roundstone 

Community 

Development 

Council Ltd 

(Playground 

Committee) 

This project managed by Roundstone Playground 

Committee will enhance the playground in the village 

centre of this Coastal Conamara spot, which attracts a 

high volume of visitors. Current timber fencing blocks 

views and is in a state of disrepair, as is kerbing and wet 

pour. Upgrades to these will maintain the safety of 

visitors, including an appropriate steel fence, hedging to 

act as a wind barrier and contribute to biodiversity, and 

new play equipment reflecting Risk Assessment 

requirements. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Williamstown 

Development 

Company CLG, 

Supported by 

Williamstown 

GAA Club & 

National 

School 

This project will complete the two-acre field adjacent to 

Williamstown National School and the local GAA club 

purchased in 2019, improving access for 

walkers/runners, parents with buggies and wheelchair 

users by installing smooth tarmac and kerbs. Among 

installations are; upgrades to playing pitch and 

playground for senior students, sensory garden to 

engage children with plants. Landscaping will enhance 

the green area with seating and picnic facilities, 

promoting beauty and biodiversity. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Clonberne 

Community 

Centre Co Ltd 

& SNO Club 

(Special Needs 

+Others) 

This community-led project will enhance the existing 

inclusive playground by adding equipment for teenagers, 

adults and retired people, addressing the needs of the 

ageing community. This will introduce additional sensory 

seating, planting, a boules area, an age and disability 

inclusive swing, a sensory path with tactile surfacing, and 

more. An 'adult' playground will enable inclusive 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  
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participation, particularly for local adults with intellectual 

disabilities and nursing home residents. 

Moylough 

Parish Sports 

Field 

The project driven by local volunteers will upgrade the 

playground at Moylough Parish Sports Field, replacing 

existing 21-year-old equipment and ground cover. The 

scope of the works involved include; Installation of new 

Multi Play Area, Swings, Swing Basket, Butterfly Game 

Station, Inclusive Springer, Zip Line Repairs, surfacing 

(coloured Wetpour), and improved security fencing 

along with Independent Safety Inspection and bedding 

area for wildflowers to enhance biodiversity. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Leenane 

Development 

Association 

CLG 

This will enhance the existing community park developed 

by Leenane Development Association CLG in 2023 by 

installing sensory play equipment known to improve 

cognition, emotional regulation, and social skills in 

children. The park has been a success for the area, 

attracting visitors across Conamara to walk and explore 

while enjoying spectacular views of the Killary Fjord. The 

improvements will appeal to children and make the 

walking trail more exciting for the local community and 

visitors. 

ϵпрΣлллΦлл  

Dunmore Tidy 

Towns & 

Galway County 

Council  

This project delivered by Dunmore Tidy Towns & Galway 

County Council will enhance the safety, accessibility and 

biodiversity features of Dunmore River Walk, a popular 

Community Park linking the town centre to key 

community facilities and used on a daily basis. 

Improvements to infrastructure include; replace fencing 

which has become dangerously deficient in places, 

improve the width and condition of walkways for 

accessibility, provide bins, and plant native species to 

enhance visual appearance. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Clontuskert 

Community 

Development 

Group 

This project managed by Clontuskert Community 

Development Group will further upgrade the community 

hub built in the 1980s to a standard which will attract 

more community events. Insulation, electrics, plumbing, 

bathrooms, windows, entrance gates will all be replaced, 

with installation of baby change facilities in the disabled 

bathroom, larger vehicle gates, secure lock system and 

storage heaters. This will increase use by local groups: 

Heritage, Crochet, IFA, Hurling, and Camogie. 

ϵпрΣлллΦлл  
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Killimordaly 

Community 

Centre CLG 

This project managed by Killimordaly Community Centre 

CLG will replace and insulate the Community Centre 

roof, which is leaking and contains asbestos, allowing the 

roof to retain heat and make the community space more 

inviting. This investment will facilitate an increase in 

public events, events targeted at our older and younger 

generations, including use by Foróige club and 

Community Alert Group. This upgraded community hub 

will increase participation and inclusion among a large 

catchment area. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Killererin 

Community 

Council  

This project will deliver critical roof repairs for Barnaderg 

Community Centre. The upgrades to slates, lighting, 

vents, and guttering will ensure a safe space for the 

events enjoyed by the community, ranging from senior 

citizen gatherings, dance classes for 4/5-year-olds, and 

Foroige youth clubs. Once fit for purpose again, Killererin 

Community Council plan to refurbish the centre's 

polytunnel, plant flowers, and make a 'bee hotel', to 

increase awareness of the importance of biodiversity. 

ϵпфΣпррΦфн  

Woodford 

Parish 

Development 

This project managed by Woodford Parish Development 

will upgrade the community playground based on 

feedback from users of the playground including local 

primary and secondary schools. Wood fibre will be 

upgraded to tiger mulch for safety, sensory equipment 

and accessible picnic benches will be installed, and 

maintenance equipment including leaf blowers and 

hedge cutters will be purchased for playground 

volunteers. This will maximise its use as a vital 

community asset in the village centre. 

ϵрлΣлллΦлл  

Esker 

Community 

Centre 

This project managed by Esker Community Centre will 

replace windows and doors, upgrade toilets, and replace 

kitchen and all internal/external lighting with energy-

efficient lights. Esker Community Centre, where no 

works have been carried out since 1990, is central to all 

community activity in this rural population of approx. 

750 people, where local voluntary, sporting, recreational, 

farming and cultural groups meet on a regular basis. 

ϵпуΣнсмΦун  
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Kilconly 

Community 

Recreational 

Group  

This project will add Tennis and Basketball Courts to the 

now well-known multi-use outdoor recreation facility 

managed by Kilconly Community Recreational Group, 

diversifying facilities beyond Soccer, GAA, and walkways, 

widening possibilities for all ages and abilities. These 

courts will allow for Tennis and Basketball clubs and 

annual camps to be set up, encouraging new members of 

the community as well as visitors from further away to 

join the activity at Fitz's Field. 

ϵппΣтолΦлл  

Gort 

Community 

Playground 

This volunteer-driven project will install a net climbing 

frame in the Playground opposite Gort Community 

School, appropriate for ages 5+ and can cater for up to 

38 children, filling a gap in age-appropriate equipment. 

The project will also replace no longer functioning 

equipment with new accessible alternatives which will 

allow independent, exciting free play for a larger number 

of participants. Investment will give the children of Gort 

access to more enjoyable facilities. 

ϵпнΣолтΦнл 

2024/2025 ORIS (OUTDOOR RECREATION INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEME) 

Applications are currently invited for the 2024/2025 ORIS (Outdoor Recreation 

Infrastructure Scheme) which has been launched by the Department of Rural and 

Community Development.   The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) supports 

the development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure and the necessary repair, 

enhancement, or promotion of existing outdoor recreation infrastructure in countryside 

areas across Ireland.  ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άhǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

prioritises the growing outdoor activity tourism sector as part of a long-term vision for a 

vibrant and sustainable rural Ireland.   Lƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ hǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΣ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

recreation is defined as activities that take place in the natural environment, such as 

walking, canoeing, mountain biking, orienteering and wild swimming.   It does not include 

activities that take place outdoors on confined courses or pitches (such as golf, football, and 

showjumping) or motorised activities (such as quads/scramblers). Consequently, such 

activities are not eligible for funding under ORIS. 

Projects must be shovel-ready with Planning Permission in place (except Project 

Development Measure).   All landowner consents must be in place.   It is a requirement for 

all ORIS measures that planning permission (if required) must be obtained in advance of 

submitting the application. If the project has not yet secured planning permission, the 

submission of an application should be postponed.  Funding available under the 2024/2025 

scheme and deadlines are outlined below: 
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Measure 

Application 

Deadline to 

Galway County 

Council  

Approval 

Date 

(Indicative) 

Timeline 

for Project 

Completion 

Measure 1 ς ϵплΣллл 

Small scale 
repair/development/promotion 

and marketing 
  

4.00 p.m. January 

10th 2025 
Qtr. 2 2025 18 months 

Measure 2 ς ϵнллΣллл 

Medium scale repair/upgrade 
and new trail/amenity 

development 
  

4.00 p.m. 

February 21st 

2025 

Qtr. 3 2025 24 months 

Measure 3 ς ϵрллΣллл 

Large scale repair/upgrade and 
new strategic trail/amenity 

development 
  

4.00 p.m. 

February 21st 

2025 

Qtr. 3 2025 24 months 

   

  Project Development Measure - ϵ50,000 

  

  Eligible Activity: 

A Pre-Planning (GCC Planning Dept) meeting must have been undertaken to determine 

the viability of the Project. 

  

Eligible Activity: This Measure will provide funding for the detailed development of 

projects which would enable them to reach a standard for application under Measure 2 

or 3 of ORIS. Such work might encompass detailed design, preparation for planning 

and/or procurement, appropriate assessment, ecological surveys etc. 

 

Links:  ORIS 2024/205 Scheme Launch 

MAIGH CUILINN, (MAIGH CUILINN) KILLARAINEY WOODS TRAIL ς ORIS SCHEME 

OFFICIAL OPENING 

 

Senator Sean Kyne recently attended the official opening of the Killarainey Woods Trail in 

Maigh Cuilinn. ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ϵмлоΣфрлΦлл ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ aŜŀǎǳǊŜ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 2022.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.galway.ie/en/media/GCC_ORIS%202024_English%2022x6%20(255)%20CT%20TH%20-%20Advert.pdf


   

 

28 

 

ORIS SCHEME OFFICAL OPENING - PHOTOS COURTESY OF SEAN LYDON 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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MOVING WEST ς GALWAY IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

¢ƘŜ ΨaƻǾƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘΩ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Dŀƭǿŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

those who may be considering relocating aired on Tuesday 29th October on TG4.   Funded 

by Galway County Council, in partnership with Galway City Council, Western Development 

Commission and TG4. (Atlantic Economic Corridor).   The third episode of the series focused 

on Galway County and City with over 1,612 views on Facebook. 

Links: Moving West - Galway promo 

Galway Advertiser - Moving West article 

 

Liam Conneally, chief 

executive of Galway 

County Council said: ά²Ŝ 

are delighted to partner 

with the WDC in 

promoting the benefits for 

those relocating to County 

Galway and highlighting 

how such a move delivers an enhanced quality 

for life for the individuals concerned and 

injects new life into our rural communities. 

DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΣ 

stunning landscapes, quality local services and 

sense of community makes the County an 

attractive location for families and individuals 

ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƻΦέ 

 

 

TOURISM 

DESTINATION AND EXPERIENCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR EAST GALWAY (DEDP) 

  

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ IƛŘŘŜƴ 

Heartlands Regional Development 

Tourism Strategy there is currently 

a DEDP in progress for East 

Galway. 

The purpose of the DEDP is to 

prioritise and coordinate all tourism development activity in the destination around a single 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1E9Acv-Z10w
https://www.advertiser.ie/galway/article/143551/western-development-commission-announces-launch-of-latest-moving-west-series
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five-year sustainable vision which is prepared and owned by both public and private sector 

stakeholder.  The ultimate goal is to motivate visitors to stay longer and spend more in the 

destination. 

The Tourism Officer and EU Just Transition Activator are working closely with Failte Ireland 

to highlight positive opportunities in the region.  Additionally, they are recruiting a working 

group to collaborate with Galway County Council and Failte Ireland on completing the DEDP 

THE EU JUST TRANSITION REGENERATIVE TOURISM AND PLACEMAKING SCHEME 

2023-2026 

 

Following on from Octobers update there is now a total of 23 EOIs that have been approved 

for application stage.  The focus is now on preparing full applications, with a submission 

deadline of 13th January 2025.  Projects that require planning permission must have it in 

place before the application submission.   

To date, two applications have been submitted with five more expected next week.  Work 

continues on the other applications, with some pending planning approvals.  Two 

applications have been approved. The Activator will continue supporting applicants to help 

as many as possible meet the deadline and will provide ongoing support and guidance for 

successful projects.   

TOURISM ς ADVERTISING 

 

The Tourism Department continues 

to invest in a County based 

marketing spread with ΨThis is 

DŀƭǿŀȅΩ magazine, we published in 

all editions for 2024, and now the 

final Nov/Dec edition.  We focused 

on promoting our Christmas 

Markets that are happening around 

the county and highlighting all that 

there is to offer.   Hotels and 

businesses use the magazine on an 

ongoing basis and the Tourism 

Department has received very positive feedback.   
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TOURISM POLICY FRAMEWORK ς FAILTE IRELAND 

 

Failte Ireland has welcomed the publication of the new Tourism Policy Framework for the 

period to 2030 by the Minister 

Catherine Martin TD. 

 The framework aligns with 

Failte Irelands ambition to 

foster and develop a 

sustainable visitor economy 

that channels tourism revenue 

into communities across the 

country, enabling them to 

flourish and thrive, and 

making them better places to 

live and visit. 

It is an exciting time to be part of the tourism industry in Ireland.  This document has 61 

recommendations with 5.6% revenue growth each year to 2030.  The Tourism Department 

will continue to work with the other key partners to realise our shared vision for tourism 

development.                                                                                                   

ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE ICT & HUMAN RESOURCES & DIGITISATION  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

GLENAMADDY SHOW 

 

GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL WAS 

REPRESENTED BY STAFF FROM THE 

ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE ACTION AND THE 

LIBRARY SERVICE AT THE GLENAMADDY 

AGRICULTURAL SHOW IN SEPTEMBER.  
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ANTI-LITTER AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME 
 

 

COUNCILLORS FROM TUAM MD SIGNED UP 

TO SUPPORT THE ANTI-LITTER AMBASSADOR 

PROGRAMME 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS 

 

All schools in the county have been invited to take part 

in the WEEE Ireland battery recycling competition. There 

are prizes to the value of 

ϵнллл ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ equipment. 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN BASED ON MYWASTE.IE ASSETS 
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BURIAL GROUNDS 

  

Part 8 submissions for the extension of burial grounds in Leitir Moir and Kilconieron were 

submitted in October. 
  

VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 

Galway County Council continued to provide interim emergency veterinary services 

assistance to Mayo County Council. The primary duty being antemortem and postmortem 

inspections in 5 abattoirs approved by Mayo County Council. This assistance was provided 

for in a Section 86 agreement between both local authorities which runs from 1st September 

2024 to 31st October 2024. 

So far in 2024: 943 bovines, 5,912 ovines and 92 poultry have been processed through local 

abattoirs.  

DOG CONTROL 

On October 1st, 2024, regulations came into force prohibiting the importing, breeding, 

selling and re-homing of XL Bullies. 

A new system of certification for existing owners of XL Bully dogs is now in place and over 

the period 1st October 2024 to 1st February 2025 all existing XL Bully owners will have to 

apply for a Certificate of Exemption. 

Certificates of Exemption will be issued subject to strict criteria, including a requirement for 

licensing, microchipping and neutering.  

After 1st February 2025, any owner not compliant with the new regulations will have their 

dog seized and euthanized. 

Three applications for certificates of exemption have been received by Galway County 

Council to date. 

Galway County Council dog warden and veterinary personnel attended a further training 

programme on the identification of XL Bully Type Dogs which was held in Dublin on the 20th 

of October. An initial training programme was also completed by the service in September. 
  

The Department of Rural and Community Development has committed funding under the 

Dog Control Support Initiative to the local authorities again in October 2024 with Galway 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵстΣфст ƛƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǿŀs also 

received in 2023.  

It is proposed to use a substantial part of the funding allocated to carry out upgrade works 

to the shelter which will help futureproof the service in respect of the health and wellbeing 

of the dogs in our care as well as assisting in improving health and safety for the dog 

wardens, shelter keeper and veterinary personnel on site.  
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851 dog licenses were purchased for the month of September, 306 of which were purchased 

online with the balance purchased through the local post office.  

5 fixed penalty notices were issued to dog owners during the months of July and August for 

offences under the Control of Dogs Act 1986. 

2 sheep attacks were reported to the service during October 2024, in the Kilasolan and 

Kilconnell areas of the County.  

  

Galway County Council have partnered with MADRA regarding rolling out a pilot 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ a!5w!Ω{ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ 5ƻƎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƘŀŘ 

been trialed initially in Galway City. These are educational and fun dog-focused workshops 

and will be provided to 3rd and 4th class students. This programme will commence in 

December 2024. 

 

WATER QUALITY AND ENFORCEMENT 

AGRICULTURE 

A meeting was held with LAWPRO in relation to planning Agricultural inspections in 

November and December 2024. A number of waterbodies have been chosen in at risk areas 

and in protected areas. Inspections will be carried out in the following waterbody areas: 

- Kilcolgan_020 

- Owenriff (Corrib)_010 

- Glennamucka_010 

 

The council received a red dot notification from the EPA in relation to an EPA monitoring 

point near Gurteen village in east Galway. A red dot notification is where a monitoring point 

has dropped 2 or more classes since the previous time it was sampled. It dropped from 

satisfactory in 2021 to poor in 2024. This monitoring point is in the Glennamucka_010 

waterbody. Water sampling has been carried out recently by environment staff in this 

waterbody, upstream of the EPA monitoring point. 

Testing included checks for presence of pesticides and 

herbicides. This testing reported satisfactory results. 16 

farms have been inspected with high GAP compliance 

rates recorded. 3 more farms have yet to be inspected. 

 

 

EPA MONITORING POINT FOR GLENNAMUCKA_010 

WATERBODY 
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Environment section staff presented to two different groups of farmers on the 21st of 

October in the Ard Ri hotel in Tuam. The main part of the presentation was on water quality 

protection and farming. The talk outlined the planned increase in farm inspections that will 

be carried out by Galway County Council. 

Galway County Council is required to carry out 38 planned inspections in 2024, with this 

doubling to 76 in 2025. There was also a presentation on septic tanks and the national 

inspection plan.  The talk presented the downward trend of water quality across the country 

and that agriculture has the greatest impact on a number of water bodies and these areas 

are where the inspections will be focused, i.e. poorly draining soils, etc. 

 

 

SCREENSHOT FROM 

FARMERS JOURNAL 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL INSPECTION PROGRAMME 

 

Septic tank inspections for 2024 were completed in October with a total of 235 for the year. 

This is a very large increase compared with 2023. Staff are busy at present issuing certs of 

compliance or advisory notices and 

following up on previous advisory notices 

issued. 

 

LOCATIONS OF FAILED 2024 SEPTIC 

TANK INSPECTIONS  

  

 

TRAINING  

Training took place in Castlebar on dealing with Aggressive Behaviour. Administration and 

technical staff often must deal with this kind of behaviour from members of the public and 

so this training is important for health and safety and gaining positive outcomes to problems 

encountered. 
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Oil Pollution incident command training also took place in Limerick. Two members of water 

quality team attended. 

Environment Inspection Skills training took place in Castlebar. A solicitor with 30 years' 

experience in this area presented. Valuable information was gathered here on various 

aspects of taking enforcement cases, such as keeping contemporaneous notes, interviewing, 

gathering evidence and statutory time frames for taking cases for different legislation. Five 

members of the water quality team attended.  

PLANNING 

Staff attended a number of Large Residential 

Development pre-planning meetings, most of 

which were proposed housing developments. 

There was also a meeting in relation to Sceirde 

Rocks Off-shore wind farm. This was the last 

meeting with Galway County Council pre-

submission of planning application. 

  

SCEIRDE ROCKS OFFSHORE WIND FARM 

 

 

WASTE/AIR MANAGEMENT AND ENFORCEMENT 

12 litter fines were issued by the Community Warden service during the month of October.  

We had several cases before the District 

Count in October all of which were 

adjourned.  

One case to note is a prosecution under 

the Waste Management Act against an 

individual who is responsible for an 

unauthorised scrap yard. This individual 

is renting his yard to third parties who 

are breaking cars and exporting 

containers of car parts to Africa. As part 

of our investigations a multi-agency 

inspection was carried out with the TFS. 

As a result of this, 3 containers were 

stopped from leaving the country as they 
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contained waste car parts and engines that were not depolluted. The TFS is taking separate 

legal action against the owner and operators of the site. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT NOTICES ISSUED  

4 warning letters, 3 Section 18 Notices and 2 Section 55 Notices were issued under the 

Waste Management Act in October. 

7 files were sent to the Law Agents for prosecution.  

AIR POLLUTION / SOLID FUEL REGS  

A meeting was held between Galway County Council, Galway City Council and the Revenue 

Commissioners relating to ongoing investigations into fuel suppliers that are placing 

unauthorised coal on the market. Following this meeting GCC staff carried out some 

surveillance on some of the alleged offenders.  

Staff will attend the annual EPA clean air conference in November. Following on from this 

we hope to have more guidance as to how best to approach these investigations.  

WERLA  

Management attended the CUWERLA Steering Group meeting, and the Operations Team 

meeting. Members of the waste enforcement team attended the quarterly Waste 

Enforcement Officers WERLA meeting at their offices in Carrick on Shannon  

A meeting was facilitated between CUWERLA and Barna Recycling relating to the roll out of 

Brown Bins/ food bins to the entire County. Both Barna Recycling and Panda will not meet 

the deadline of end of year for complete roll out of food bins to all their customers.  These 

are the 2 biggest collectors in the Connaught region, therefore if they are not meeting 

targets the entire region is falling short. WERLA have indicated that they intend to take legal 

action in the new year in relation to this matter.   

ANTI-DUMPING INITIATIVE 2024  

A Bulky Goods collection was carried out in Loughrea in October, approximately 10 tonnes 

of bulky items were collected.  

¢ƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ф ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ϵмллΣлорΦумΦ 

1. CCTV Equipment  

2. Bulky Goods Collections - 84 tonnes collected  

3. Clean up - Ballinasloe ς 115 tonnes of waste removed  

4. Anti-Litter Radio Adverts  

5. School Uniform Reuse  

6. Clean up ς Tuam ς 6.5 tonnes of waste removed  

7. Clean up ς Abbey Bog ς 5 tonnes of waste removed  

8. Bulky Goods / Paint Collections Inisboffin 
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9. New GDPR compliant CCTV Signage  

CCTV PROGRESS  

DPIA is nearing completion. We had several productive meetings with the consultants, and 

we hope to have all relevant documentation in place by quarter one 2025. 

CORPORATE SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY & COUNTY LIBRARIES 

 

CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 

2024 YEAR TO DATE STATISTICS TO 31.10.24  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

  

ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT  
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DATA PROTECTION  

 

2024 YEAR TO DATE STATISTICS TO 31.10.24  

 

ω нм 5ŀǘŀ !ŎŎŜǎǎ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ  

- 15 Data Subject Access Requests  

- 6 Third Party Access Request, e.g. An Garda Síochána 

 

 ω GDPR/Data Protection Training  

- Online Induction Training & GDPR Staff Awareness Training issued to all new Staff   

- Online Refresher Training on Cyber Security & Data Breaches issued to all Staff Q1 

- GDPR Induction Workshops provided for Lifeguards and Community Wardens  

- Quarterly Data Protection Awareness Newsletters circulated to all Staff  

- Online Data Protection/GDPR Training facilitated for the Elected Members of GCC 

- Cyber Security Training Videos & Quiz assigned to all Staff Q4 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY CORPORATE PLAN 2025-2029 AND THE PUBLIC SECTOR 

EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS DUTY  

 

The public consultation period for our draft 

Corporate Plan 2025-2029 was conducted last month 

for a period of three weeks. The final Public Sector 

Duty assessment and reviews of the draft Plan were 

completed thereafter, and it is now being presented 

to yourselves, the Elected Members, for your 

consideration and if deemed appropriate, adaptation 

of same.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 

The inaugural meeting of newly appointed Audit Committee was held on Tuesday, 

November 5th in the Council Chamber.  Dr. Martina Moloney, former Chief Executive of 

Galway County Council and former member of National Oversight and Audit Commission 

(NOAC) was elected Chairperson of the Audit Committee for the current term.  Also on the 

committee are Ms. Sarah Roarty and Mr. Séamus Duffy who sat on the previous committee, 
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accompanied by elected members Cllr. Ollie Turner and Cllr. Mary Hoade.  The committee 

were welcomed by Mr. Liam Conneally Chief Executive and by Cathaoirleach Cllr. Albert 

5ƻƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǳŘƛǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

Corporate Governance framework.  It serves an independent advisory role to the Council, 

focusing on financial reporting processes, promoting sound accounting practices and 

enhancing internal control and risk management.  Additionally, the Committee supports the 

Internal Audit Unit and maintains a strong emphasis on value for money across the 

organisation.  The meeting was facilitated by the Ms. Eileen Ruane Director for Corporate 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ aǎΦ 9ƛōƘƭƝƴ /ǳǊǊŀƴΣ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴal Audit.  

The members had a productive meeting setting out their approach and objectives for the 

forthcoming term. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: LEAS-CATHAOIRLEACH 

CLLR. OLLIE TURNER, CLLR. MARY HOADE 

(AUDIT COMMITTEE MEMBERS), LIAM 

CONNEALLY CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DR. 

MARTINA MOLONEY (AUDIT COMMITTEE 

CHAIRPERSON), CATHAOIRLEACH CLLR. 

ALBERT DOLAN, MS. SARAH ROARTY 

(AUDIT COMMITTEE MEMBER), MS. EILEEN 

RUANE DIRECTOR OF SERVICES, MS. 

EIBHLÍN CURRAN HEAD OF INTERNAL 

AUDIT & MR. SÉAMUS DUFFY (AUDIT 

COMMITTEE MEMBER) 

IRISH OFFICE 

LANGUAGE SCHEME AND THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT(S) - EMPLOYEE 

GUIDANCE NOTES  

  
As part of improving our own internal 

communications within Galway County Council both 

for new employees being onboarded and indeed, to 

refresh the knowledge of our existing employees, we 

are launching new Employee Guidance Notes 

covering our Language Scheme and The Official 

Languages Act(s).  

  

The purpose of these documents are to address 

frequently asked questions and pay particular 

attention to the key areas impacted such as 

stationery, signs, training, correspondence, 

publications, advertising, placenames and Gaeltacht 

Area. 
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It is expected that 

the Guidance Notes 

will be well received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRISH CLASSES FOR STAFF AND COUNCILLORS 

  

As we continue our preparations in the lead up to 2030 to have 20% of our staff proficient in 

the use of Irish, we have rolled out Irish classes for staff with a new term having commenced 

on November 12th for a period of 10 weeks. Classes for Councillors will commence in January 

post the General Election period. The staff classes commencing this month had 64 employees 

registered alone for this new term. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

media platforms with creative content to enhance 

engagement with the public and maintain an awareness of 

the work of the Council.  

Overview of Social Media Activity 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ мсф Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ унΦтƪΦ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 

Facebook 81 times this month with followers and had a reach of 4.4k. Galway County 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ нмпƪΦ 
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AUDIENCE METRICS ς FACEBOOK 

Last month Galway County Council Facebook follower count was 19,219 as of October 31st, 

2024, with age ranges between 18 ς 65+ with the main audience being those aged between 

35 and 44, when this is broken down further 20.9% of this age group are women and 10.6% 

are men. The second largest audience group are those aged between 45-54, with 20% 

women and 8.3% male.  

Lƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ ор҈ ƻŦ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ср҈ ŀǊŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ 

h/¢h.9wΩ{ ¢ht ¢Iw99 th{¢{ 

 

X (PREVIOUSLY TWITTER) 

AUDIENCE METRICS ς X (PREVIOUSLY TWITTER) 

During this period on X, Galway County Council posted a total of 80 tweets with 22.2k 

impressions. Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ с ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

total following as of the 30th of September 2024 to 16, 939. 

h/¢h.9wΩ{ ¢ht THREE POSTS 

 

INSTAGRAM 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ мму Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳ ǇŀƎŜΦ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ от ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
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ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ мн ǊŜŜƭǎΦ  Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

period was 8.1k. 

AUDIENCE METRICS ς INSTAGRAM  

Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳ ǇŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳ !ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŜǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ му-65+, 

with 71.8% being female and 28.2% being male. Overall, the main audience; with 36.6% in 

total, again is those aged between 35 and 44 years old, a closer breakdown shows that this 

consists of 27.1% women and 9.5% men.  

Over the last month Galway County Council have increased their followers from 1308 in 

August 2024 to 1368 followers by the 30th of September 2024. 

h/¢h.9wΩ{ ¢ht ¢Iw99 th{¢{ 

 

LINKEDIN 

AUDIENCE METRICS ς LINKEDIN 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻƴ [ƛƴƪŜŘLƴΣ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ отн ƴŜǿ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ 

bringing the total following to 2,374 as of the 31st October 2024.  

Galway County Council shared 20 posts with a total of 20.2k impressions this month. 

 

*Post Impressions - The number of times content you published during the time frame was 

displayed on a person's screen. Content includes statuses, photos, links, videos, and more. 

**Post Reach - The number of people who saw content you published during the time frame 

at least once. Content includes posts, videos, and reels. 
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h/¢h.9wΩ{ ¢ht ¢Iw99 th{¢{ 

 

YOUTUBE 

AUDIENCE METRICS ς YOUTUBE 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ Ƙŀǎ оо ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ 

31st October 2024.  Customer {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƘƻǊǘǎΩ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ м ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ о ƴŜǿ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

a total of 267 views over this period. 

LIBRARY SERVICES & ARCHIVES 

Galway Public Libraries provide an extensive array of 

services to the community and fulfil the key actions set out 

in national policy on the provision of an inclusive library 

service.  

Key elements include extensive lending services to adults 

and children, PC access, printing, scanning, national book 

request service, study spaces, newspapers, and magazines. 

It provides activity and event spaces for community groups, 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ bDhΩǎΣ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

County Council departments. It works in collaboration with 

various organisations to deliver workshops and 

programmes to upskill and better inform communities 

about issues that are relevant to them.  

It also provides a selection of online resources that are available free to registered library 

members. These online resources allow 24/7 access to a virtual library along with software 

and educational supports for those with additional needs. These include: Borrowbox for 

online eBooks and eAudiobooks, Comics Plus, Universal class for courses, Transparent 

Language online, LOTE for kids, Medici TV, TTRS and Nessy for online learning support. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND MOBILE SERVICES 

Outreach events provide an opportunity for Galway Public Libraries to promote our services 

and engage with people across the county.  We provide a vital role in supporting rural and 

isolated communities.  Some of our patrons may be impacted by mobility, visual or auditory 

challenges or have limited access to transport. Outreach can play a significant role in helping 

overcome these barriers.  

  

Our outreach team looks to support people, build connections, and develop relationships 

with people in their communities. We do this by working with partners and groups across 

the community, voluntary and statutory sectors, to talk about the services we offer and 

showcase our work. In September and October, we attended several events where we 

brought along a pop-up library, signed up members, demonstrated our digital resources and 

engaged with many diverse community groups.  

  

On the evening of Monday 2nd September, we travelled to Mountbellew to deliver a talk to 

Mountbellew Active Retirement Group. We talked about the general library services, digital 

services, Healthy Ireland at Your Library and our local history and archive collections.  The 

talk was attended by 40 people.  Nine people who were not already members signed up at 

the end of the evening.   

On Thursday the 5th September we attended the Make the Link Roadshow in Loughrea. The 

main event was hosted by Galway Rural Development and as a participant in the full day 

event, we brought along our pop-up library and showcased our library services.  Twelve 

people signed up to the library on the day.  

The Monivea Agricultural Show took place on Sunday the 8th September and the outreach 

team attended.  We showcased our library services and the services provided by Ballinasloe 

Library and Europe Direct.  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

distributed Little Library Book Bags to the children who attended. Fourteen people signed 

up to the library on the day.  

  

On Tuesday the 10th September we attended the Make the Link Roadshow in Gort. The main 

event was hosted by Galway Rural Development and as a participant in the full day event, 

we brought along our pop-up library and showcased our library services.  Fourteen people 

signed up to the library on the day.  
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The Glenamaddy Agricultural Show took place on the 29th 

September. Our outreach team attended to bring information 

on the library and its services to people living in rural north 

Galway. Information on Europe Direct services from Ballinasloe 

Library was also showcased.  Sixty Little Library Book Bags were 

distributed.   

  

On the 2nd October we attended the Positive Ageing event in 

Loughrea as part of Positive Ageing Week. Again, we brought 

along a pop-up library, signed up members and showcased our 

resources and Healthy Ireland at Your Library.  Six people signed 

up on the day.  

  

We attended a Menopause Symposium hosted by the HSE on Thursday the 17th October. 

This was an event for health care professionals and was a great opportunity to showcase our 

general library services to health care workers, particularly our Healthy Ireland at Your 

Library Resources.    

 

On October 25th, a library staff member hosted a stand to showcase library services, 

particularly Healthy Ireland at Your Library, at Galway Rural DeǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

Wellbeing event. The event took place in Athenry and provided an ideal opportunity to 

reach a large audience. Several people signed up for library membership. 

RIGHT TO READ 

 ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ wŜŀŘΩ is a national programme to promote literacy and reading development for 

people of all ages and backgrounds.  It currently includes four national programmes that are 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Book Festival.  

¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƻƻƪ ƛǘΗΩ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ under their 

funding programme and is co-funded by the Arts Council along with support from the city 

services. 

The aims of the programme are to encourage children to enjoy the experience of reading 

and support their reading development along with ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ 

stories and to increase engagement with families and schools. 

.hhY L¢Η /IL[5w9bΩ{ .hhY C9{¢L±![ нлнп 

Book It! iǎ DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

great opportunity for young people, parents, teachers, and libraries to celebrate books and 

reading. 
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As a central tenet of the Right to Read initiative, the festival aims to encourage children and 

young people to enjoy the experience of reading and support their reader development 

through activities and events in collaboration with writers, artists, and storytellers. 

This festival endeavours to encourage and 

share the joy of reading with as many 

children as possible in County Galway. This 

festival also fosters the promotion of literacy 

and education; community engagement; 

cultural enrichment as well as inspiring 

creativity and highlighting local talent. 

The 2024 festival saw activities in 17 

branches with over 500 children participating 

in the County. Branches that hosted events were Loughrea, Oranmore, Ballygar, Gort, 

Dunmore, Killimor, Portumna, Ballinasloe, Woodford, Tuam, Oughterard, Leenane, 

Leabharlann an Spidéil agus Leabharlann na Ceathrún Rua. 

The over-riding aim of this festival is to foster a love for reading and learning while 

strengthening community bonds. 

Programming for this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ festival showcased local authors such as Serena Molloy, Julie 

Anne de Brún and Maebh McDonnell as well as workshops on book creation with KidsΩ Own 

publishing, superhero development with the Learning Garden and visits from author and 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ²ŀȅƴŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ bringing the stories of Roald Dahl to life.  Mary Murphy 

delivered two wonderful sessions on book development, the printing process and showed 

children how to use perspective in their illustrations. The festival also included talks and 

presentations by Michael Smith on the Irish seaman 

and Antarctic Explorer Tom Crean, discussions with 

authors on story creation and how they started their 

careers in writing along with visits from internationally 

renowned Irish storyteller Niall de Búrca.  

KIDS OWN PUBLISHING IN BALLINASLOE AND TUAM 

LIBRARIES HELPED CHILDREN TO CREATE THEIR OWN 

BOOK. 
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SCÉALAÍOCHT AGUS CEOL LE JULIE 

ANNE DE BRÚN I LEABHARLANN AN 

SPIDÉIL AGUS LEABHARLANN AN 

CHEATHRÚN RUA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Learning Garden helped children in Woodford 

library design their own superhero, while in Killimor 

and Portumna they made Harry Potter wands and 

explored all aspects of their favourite Harry Potter 

books. In Loughrea and Ballinasloe they worked on 

paper folding, the art of calligraphy, crest and motto 

design. 

 

 

The sharing of stories, improvisation and theatrics abounded 

with storytellers Niall de Búrca in Tuam library and Sarah 

Sparkles in Ballygar library. 
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²ŀȅƴŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ wƻŀƭŘ 5ŀƘƭ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ DƻǊǘ Library, for a younger 

audience, while the older children got to explore the fantastical world of mythical beings 

and old Irish legends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irish seaman and Antarctic Explorer Tom Crean was the subject of talks and presentations 

hosted by former award-winning journalist with The Guardian and The Observer, Michael 

Smith. Michael met with local schools who visited Loughrea library for these very 

informative sessions and visited Kilnadeema National 

School. 

  

In Oranmore and Portumna, author Eve McDonnell 

ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ The Last Boy 

and introduced its main character, Brewster ς a 

chimney sweep. With help from the audience, they 

sang the Sweep-O song as they demonstrated 

climbing through a chimney-sized prop.  

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ aŀǊȅ aǳǊǇƘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ 5ǳƴƳƻǊŜΣ 

Leenane and Oughterard libraries, reading from her books and creating wonderful pieces of 

art with the children. 
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HEALTHY IRELAND AT YOUR LIBRARY 

Healthy Ireland, a government-led initiative, is the national strategy to improve health and 

wellbeing, placing a focus on prevention, individual awareness and keeping people healthy 

for longer. Public libraries are currently delivering the nationwide Healthy Ireland at Your 

Library programme and this is a valuable resource within the community for health 

information.  

The resource includes a comprehensive collection of books on health and wellbeing, 

extensive online resources incorporating eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines.  In addition 

to this remit there is an extensive calendar of events, workshops and talks with a focus on 

physical health, mental health, and health literacy. 

Galway public library service organizes a series of Healthy Ireland events annually. A full 

programme of events was held during the first six months of the year and more recently the 

following talks were scheduled. 

TALK ON MANAGING STRESS FOR LEAVING CERTIFICATE STUDENTS 

Michael Ryan, Psychotherapist, visited 

Clarin College in Athenry, where he met 

with a large audience of Leaving 

Certificate pupils. The event was a great 

success, and the students had lots of 

questions for Michael. 

 

 

CARING FOR CARERS 

/ƻƭŜǘǘŜ hΩCƭȅƴƴ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

encouraging them to look after their own health. The 

talk took place in Portumna Library and was well 

received.  
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FUTURE YOU 

/ƻƭŜǘǘŜ hΩCƭȅƴƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ 

maintaining good health throughout 

the lifespan using exercise, nutrition 

and good quality sleep. The workshop 

was held in Oranmore Library. 

 

 

BABY WEANING & CHILD NUTRITION 

Lisa Corbett, Senior Community Nutritionist, HSE West, 

delivered an informative presentation in Ballinasloe Library. 

Parents had lots of questions for Lisa and the audience 

included toddlers and babies!  

 

 

CULTIVATING SELF-COMPASSION FOR HEALTHY AGEING 

Dr. Malie Coyne, Clinical Psychologist, Author and Lecturer, spoke to the Newcastle Active 

Retirement Association on building healthy 

frameworks to enable a healthy and happy 

retirement.  

The workshop explored why compassion is 

crucial for navigating the many transitions of 

ageing, including mental and physical well-

being, engagement, activity, and social 

connectedness. The event was held in 

Westside Library and was well attended. 

 

CANCER: SURVIVING AND THRIVING 

Elaine Corcoran, Senior Oncology Nurse with Cancer Care West, spoke to an engaged 

audience in Loughrea Library and in Ballybane Library. 
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MANAGING STRESS AND BURNOUT 

 

Megan Casey, Mindset Consultant and 

Pharmacist of Meon Nua Consultants, spoke 

with a captive audience in Gort and Westside 

Libraries. She shared helpful suggestions to 

combat the risk of burnout and tips on 

managing stress. 

 

 

 

ARCHIVES 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΩ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ό/a{ύ όƛΦŜΦΣ 

transition from Adlib to Axiell Collections, a web-system) has been completed, with an 

updated version of the on-line catalogue now also available at 

www.galway.ie/archives/collections  The transition from Adlib to Axiell has been a long and 

complex process.  The Archives wishes to acknowledge and thank its IT colleagues for their 

assistance throughout the process. 

The online catalogue ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 

archival holdings, comprised of a fascinating 

array of collections, dating from the early 

1600s to the present day.  Access to the 

Archives is by appointment in the Reading 

Room in Island House (email 

archivist@galwaycoco.ie). 

As part of celebrations to mark 125 years of 

local government and Galway County 

Council, the Archives section produced a 

double-sided exhibition panel with a small 

section of images spanning the decades.   

This was displayed in Áras an Chontae in 

October together with the exhibition 

produced by the Department of Housing, 

Planning and Local Government in association with Local Government Archivists and 

Records Managers in 2019, to mark 120 years of local government. 

http://www.galway.ie/archives/collections
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgalway.ie%2FArchives%2FAIS6%2Fsearch%2Fsimple&data=05%7C02%7Csarkins%40GalwayCoCo.ie%7C00c1e88add77444a015e08dcff318930%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638665835457467311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jOTCpm0%2BfBxS1xAMT4F8%2FOFIgVrUqmlSCtUoFOsiHwg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:archivist@galwaycoco.ie
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.galway.ie%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fmore%2Farchives%2F%23d.en.24425&data=05%7C02%7Csarkins%40GalwayCoCo.ie%7C2593cd16cb334b38dc8d08dcff31a4b2%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638665835981793440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BOzlHaxr8X3PT41rGD%2Bbtz2dvJ0HxU4AweovvigasSA%3D&reserved=0
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The publication, 125 Years of Local Government, featuring contributions from Galway 

County Council Archives, together with a slightly updated online version of the 2019 

exhibition was launched by the Department in October. 

 

 

LOCAL STUDIES 

 

The Local Studies department at the County Library HQ specializes in providing information 

on a variety of topics, with a focus on local history, genealogy, and general reference 

ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

include books, newspapers, and maps. 

The department plays a crucial role in preserving and providing access to information about 

the locality. Key functions include historical research, genealogy, community information, 

preservation, educational support, and digital access. 

ONLINE LOCAL STUDIES QUERIES FROM 8TH OCTOBER TO 7TH NOVEMBER. 

1) A researcher from Galway Museum requested access to a Journal Article by Jane 

Conroy, on Archdeacon Mark D. Conroy, (1858-мфптύΣ ǳƴŎƭŜ ƻŦ tłŘǊŀƛŎ hΩ/ƻƴŀƛǊŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ WƻǳǊƴŀƭέΣ όфнфΦнύ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ [ƻŎŀƭ 

Studies to read the journal and got a photocopy of the article. (8/10/24) 

2) Query by Mac Conmara Consulting on information submitted to them on the Oral 

Heritage Collection held by Local Studies, for a project they are undertaking in 

conjunction with the Galway County Council Heritage Officer. (17/10/24) 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fpdf%2F%3Ffile%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F307567%2F09130c10-661c-478f-8f2a-80fe51605e46.pdf%23page%3Dnull&data=05%7C02%7Csarkins%40GalwayCoCo.ie%7C2593cd16cb334b38dc8d08dcff31a4b2%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638665835981828260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8wMuyXuvOev6xESF9aXD2Dh8za7UeFKwl6SfH%2BpYVr4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DMvA9PXQfivQ&data=05%7C02%7Csarkins%40GalwayCoCo.ie%7C2593cd16cb334b38dc8d08dcff31a4b2%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638665835981846775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AmWBQIUwl3eXdSS%2F4g%2BRVUVxwN9u7zwLVGfv54gF4UM%3D&reserved=0

