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COMMUNITY & RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

COMMUNITY & RURAL DEVELOPMENT  

BIA INNOVATOR CAMPUS 

 

Mr Liam Conneally, Chief Executive visited the Teagasc Offices and the BIA Innovator Campus to have 

ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aǊ CǊŀƴƪ hΩaŜŀǊŀΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊκIŜŀŘ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀƎŀǎŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .L! LƴƴƻǾŀǘƻǊ 

Campus. 

The primary purpose of the meeting was to formally introduce the heads of both organisations and to 

get an update on the project including the official opening, as well a providing the forum for a 

discussion around the commitment of both organisations to the campus.   

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ aǊ hΩaŜŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ aǊ /ƻƴƴŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

stating that it is an invaluable project that has unique offering and that it will make a significant 

contribution to the ecosystem to grow the food sector and add value.   

The BIA Innovator Campus representative confirmed their commitment to the founders in terms of 

delivering on the original objectives of the project, and to continued collaborative working to deliver 

on the relevant elements of the corporate plans and strategies of both Galway County Council and 

Teagasc. 

It is expected that the project will open in September and all the elected Members as well as a broad 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΦ  aǊ /ƻƴƴŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ aǊ hΩaŜŀǊŀ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

collaboration between both their organisations was extremely beneficial and that the BIA Innovator 

Campus demonstrated how cross agencies and cross government working can deliver excellent 

outcomes.   

FRONT ROW:  

MARTIN KELLY, GM 

BIA INNOVATOR 

CAMPUS,  PETER 

FEENEY, 

CHAIRMAN BIA 

INNOVATOR 

CAMPUS, FRANK 

OõMEARA, 

DIRECTOR/HEAD 

OF TEAGASC, LIAM 

CONNEALLY, CHIEF 

EXECUTIVE, GUS 

MCCARTHY, BIA 

INNOVATOR 

CAMPUS BOARD 

MEMBER 

BACK ROW:  ALAN FARRELL, DIRECTOR OF SERVICES AND BRENDAN LYONS, HEAD OF 

CORPORATE SERVICES & PROCUREMENT 
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TOURISM 

GALWAY COUNTY DRAFT TOURISM STRATEGY 2023 ð 2030 

On Tuesday 18th July, a briefing on the Draft Tourism Strategy was arranged for the for the Elected 

Members in the Raheen Woods Athenry.  The event, which was opened by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr Liam 

Carroll was attended by 24 Councillors in total and provided an opportunity to give a detailed insight 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ CŀƛƭǘŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ 

and other key Council plans/policies. 

As part of the briefing Liam Conneally, Chief Executive and Alan Farrell, Director of Services were 

joined by a panel of tourism representatives from Failte Ireland including Daithi Gallagher from the 

²ƛƭŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ²ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ Cƛƻƴŀ 5ǳƴƴŜ ϧ ¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀǿǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ IƛŘŘŜƴ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

presentations that gave an insight into the key priorities for the recently launched regional plans for 

ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ²ŀȅ ŀƴŘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ IƛŘŘŜƴ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘǎΦ   

Ali Curran from CHL consultants gave an in-depth presentation in relation to the background to the 

strategy, the process including the extensive consultation, the development of the strategic priorities 

and key concepts from the strategy including the development of the zones to assist with the 

implementation of the strategy.   

Ruairi Lehmann, Galway City Council presented on the Galway Tourism brand that has been prepared 

jointly by the City & County Tourism Officers in association with Failte Ireland and industry 

representative.  He outlined that the brand would provide a consistent identity for the sector, 

highlighting that success of the brand will be heavily dependent on the quality of the implementation 

campaigns and use. 

As part of the presentations and panel discussion a number of key items were evident.  These included 

the importance of the linkages betweŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΤ ǘƘŜ 

development and implementation of Destination & Experience Development Plans (DEDPs) by Failte 

Ireland which will be informed by the County Tourism Strategy and will entail detailed plans for 

implementation of key actions; the need for collaboration among the agencies, and the importance 

of engagement/capacity building at industry and community level. 

The questions and answers to the panel provided an opportunity for the Members to clarify a number 

of matters.  It was evident that the consultation process and research had culminated in a draft 

strategy that facilitated tourism development across the whole county and that the matters raised by 

the Members could be aligned with the strategic priorities and action plan contained in the draft 

strategy. 

The CE and DOS outlined that the intention is to complete the environmental process which will take 

at least six weeks and advised the Members that there was a firm target of bringing it to the September 

Plenary meeting for the consideration and approval of the Members, stating that the purpose of the 

briefing was to facilitate a more in-depth briefing followed by questions and panel discussion.  The 

Members were advised that CHL and the executive would review all the issues raised prior to 

completing the draft for issuing.  The CE confirmed that it was his intention to build the tourism team 

and resources available to drive the implementation of the strategy, saying that Galway has all the 

vital tourism assets, and he wants to ensure there is adequate investment to enable delivery and add 
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ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

secure funding from other sources including Failte Ireland, Government Departments and Brussels.     

The Draft Tourism Strategy was also brought to the Economic Development and Enterprise SPC on the 

19th July and the SPC approved the Draft to move to the next phase of the process and agreed the 

target of getting it approved by Council at the September Plenary meeting. 
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Other notable pieces of work since the last report to the June plenary council meeting was the 

commissioning of a discover Galway promotion document including a calendar of events around the 

county and the development of a map for tourism focused map for Kinvara that was included in the 

WǳƴŜκWǳƭȅ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ DŀƭǿŀȅΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ hǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

anticipated Gort will be included in an Autumn edition of the magazine.  
 

Preparations are underway for the visit to Milwaukee in August with some tourism promotional 

material being lined up for display. 
 

JOYCES COUNTRY AND WESTERN LAKES GEOPARK 

In a significant step for local development in Connacht, Joyce Country and Western Lakes Geopark has 

just undergone an assessment mission by UNESCO, which it is hoped will lead to achieving UNESCO 

Global Geopark status in the near future. 

Over a three-day period, two UNESCO assessors were guided through a kaleidoscope of fascinating 

heritage features, local businesses and communities in the beautiful Joyce Country and Western Lakes 

area of north County Galway and south County Mayo. Mountains, lakes, fjord, rivers, woodlands, 

geological sites, local business and start-ups, community development groups, stand-out visitor 

attractions ς they were all in the mix.  

The itinerary includes an event for Key Stakeholders (funders/other partners, communities, 

politicians) at Kylemore Abbey (co-hosted by University of Notre Dame campus).  This was attended 

by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr Liam Carroll and Alan Farrell, Director of Services.  Earlier in the day Mr Liam 

Conneally, Chief Executive and Mr Farrell met with the international judges to confirm the support of 

the Council for the project and engage with them as part of the judging regarding the UNESCO 

designation.   

The territory of this aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark has outstanding beauty, derived from a 

fascinating 700 million years of geological heritage and the way the land has been inhabited and 

farmed since the last ice age about 12,000 years ago. It also includes three great western lakes ς 

Loughs Carra, Mask and the top half of the Corrib. 

This would be the first UNESCO Global Geopark in Connacht and the first on the island of Ireland to 

include a Gaeltacht, called Dúiche Sheoigheach agus Tuar Mhi Éadaigh (Joyce Country and 

Tourmakeady).  

 

 

MR. ALAN FARRELL, DOS 

COMMUNITY & RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE 

SERVICES, ANTONIO GARCIA 

JIMENEZ, UNESCO ASSESSOR, 

CATHAOIRLEACH OF COUNTY 

GALWAY, CLLR. LIAM CARROLL 

AND STEPHANE LEGAL UNESCO 

ASSESSOR  
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LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LCDC)  
 

SICAP (SOCIAL INCLUSION AND COMMUNITY ACTIVATION PROGRAMME) 

The Mid-Year review of the SICAP Annual Plan for 2023 is due for decision by end July 2023 and a 

meeting of the SICAP Sub-Committee will be held on 18th July to examine the financial and non-

financial updates in detail and make recommendations to the full LCDC at its meeting on 25th July.    

Following a number of meetings to determine details to feed into the procurement process for SICAP 

2024-2028, it is expected that the RFT (Request for Tender) will be published on E-Tenders in July, 

with an indicative publication date of 17th July which will remain open until early September.   
 

COM MUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME 

All Community Enhancement Programme (Community Support Fund) grants must be drawn down by 

31st August.   Most grants for running costs have been drawn down to date, however, most small-scale 

grants for capital projects or equipment remain outstanding.   It is vital that any group who are 

experiencing delays with a project, or require a change in the nature of the project/equipment 

approved for funding, contact the Community Section without delay on 091 509521 or 

communitygrants@galwaycoco.ie  

HEALTHY IRELAND 

Healthy Ireland Conference :  

As part of this Conference on 7th July 2023, the I{9Ωǎ Healthy Ireland Implementation Plan 2023 ς 

2027 was launched.    This Plan aims to build the role of the HSE in enabling individuals to live longer, 

healthier lives by supporting them to adopt healthy behaviours; supporting people to self-manage and 

live well with their chronic health conditions; supporting the development of healthy environments 

that help people and staff to adopt healthy behaviours.  The full Healthy Ireland Implementation Plan 

2023-2027 available here. 

 

Playground Stencils:   

Healthy County Galway is rolling-out Playground Stencils for Schools in County Galway, and to date, 

11 Schools have availed of the stencils at their ground.  The Playground Markings Stencils Pack was 

developed by Capiche for the HSE back in 2006 as part of an initiative to counteract obesity and 

enhance the health and wellbeing of our school going population. The Playground Markings 

programme was designed with several key factors in mind, ease of use, durability, and cost 

effectiveness. The stencil packs are made up of a variety of stencils such as hopscotch, circuit trail, 

snail, and a maze.  Healthy Galway provide the stencil packs free of charge on a loan scheme and the 

schools / community organisations are responsible for funding the paint and installation of the 

stencils.   This initiative is primarily aimed at Primary Schools, but the stencils can also be utilized in 

other settings.     

mailto:communitygrants@galwaycoco.ie
https://t.co/KgT1GE7OkW
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For more information or if you would like to avail of the Playground stencils on loan you can contact 

Andrew Mc Bride, Healthy Ireland Coordinator at amcbride@galwaycoco.ie / 087 77 77 790. 

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES 

 

In order to add value to the Empowering Communities pilot programme, staff from the Community 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ DǊŜƭƭŀƴΩǎΣ {ǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀΩǎΣ {ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ Housing Estates in Ballinasloe 

and met with the Residents Association.   This culminated in a National Play Day Event for the estates 

and adjoining areas on Saturday 8th July with the tƘŜƳŜ ΨǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ Galway Sports 

Partnership were on hand to involve the children in a variety of sports and physical activity 

programmes.   Additional agencies attended and will form a Steering Group to identify and deliver 

further projects to enhance the estate.    

STAFF FROM THE COMMUNITY SECTION WITH ST. GRELLANõS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, 

AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM INVOLVE YOUTH SERVICES, YOUTH WORK IRELAND, AN 

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA , GALWAY RURAL DEVELOPMENT, GALWAY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP, 

AND LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH, CLLR. EVELYN PARSONS AT NATIONAL PLAY DAY EVENT IN 

BALLINASLOE. 
 

mailto:amcbride@galwaycoco.ie
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LECP - COMMUNITY 

Work is progressing on the Socio-Economic Statement which will set out the proposed goals and 

objectives for the next LECP.   It is hoped to finalise the Socio-Economic Statement by end July and 

progress to public and targeted consultations during August and September 2023.   

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
 

PRIDE OF PLACE 

Cross-departmental work is progressing to assist Creggs Rural Development and Gort River Walk 

Group to prepare for the Judging Day on Wednesday 16th August, and all Elected Members, staff 

and agencies engaging with these groups are asked to be in attendance at Gort for the morning 

judging session, and in Creggs for the afternoon judging session.    

AGE FRIENDLY PROGRAMME 

Cross-agency work is progressing on the updating of the Directory of Services for Older People.   The 

next crucial stage is to carry out a survey of all community facilities and groups who offer social and 

leisure opportunities for older people and ask them to register these activities in the Directory of 

Services.   A link to this survey will be circulated to all Elected Members and the PPN in the near future, 

and we would be very grateful if the survey could be circulated as widely as possible to ensure that all 

activities for older people are captured in the Directory.   

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK (PPN) 

ACTING AS AN INFORMATION HUB:  

The PPN sent out 1 Monthly Newsletter along 

with 9 mass emails to all 1,242 Member Groups 

in addition to regular updates on our social 

media accounts.  The PPN Website was updated 

regularly with funding announcements, news 

from Government Departments, resources for 

groups and local/ national events. 

BUILDING CAPACITY:  

The PPN hosted an information webinar to 

discuss Climate Change & Biodiversity efforts and 

opportunities in the County. The council has 

recently announced the Appointment of First-

Ever Biodiversity Officer for the County, Rosina 

Joyce and Community Climate Action Officer, 

Denise Feeney ς to mark this and to welcome 

them to their new roles the PPN organised an 

event to celebrate biodiversity projects and 

efforts being made within the County to tackle 

Climate Change.     
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PROMOTING REPRESENTATION:  

The PPN is reviving the Green Recovery Linkage Group which acts as a linkage group made up of PPN 

members and individuals with an interest in addressing environmental concerns in County Galway. A 

public meeting will be held on the 25th June.   The Disability Forum began planning its next meeting 

which will be held in August. Guest speakers were identified and contacted. Date for next meeting to 

be confirmed.     

RURAL DEVELOPMENT  

OUTDOOR RECREATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEME 

 

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme was launched 1st June 2023. 

Details of the Scheme circulated to Elected Members, Public Participation Network, Notice in 

Newspapers, and social media. 

¶ Projects must be shovel ready with all permissions in place, except for the Project 

Development Measure outlined below.  

 

ORIS 2023 provides funding as follows: 

Project Development Measure ς Deadline to Galway County Council, 10th July 2023 

Timeline for completion of Project 18 Months. 

¶ Detailed development of projects which would enable them to reach a standard for 

application under Measure 2 or Measure 3 of ORIS such as detailed design, preparation for 

Planning and/or Procurement, appropriate assessment etc., 

¶ FǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵрлΣллл ŀǘ ŀ фл҈ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƛŘ 

¶ Local authorities and State bodies can each submit two applications under this Measure 

¶ Local authorities with inhabited off-shore islands may submit one additional application under 

this Measure (max. 3 applications) which relates directly to a project on one of the inhabited 

off-shore islands 

 

Measure 1 ς Deadline to Galway County Council - 31st July 2023 

Timeline for completion of project 18 months 

¶ Small scale repair/development/promotion and marketing 

¶ Funding of up to ϵолΣллл ŀǘ ŀ фл҈ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƛŘ 

¶ Maximum of 7 applications can be submitted by each Local Authority 

¶ Maximum of 3 applications can be submitted by each Local Development Company 

¶ Maximum of 2 applications per State body 

 
 

Measure 2 ς Deadline to Galway County Council ς 1st September 2023 

Projects must be ready to go! 

Timeline for completion of Project ς 24 months 
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¶ Medium scale repair/upgrade and new trail/amenity development 

¶ FǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵнллΣллл ŀǘ ŀ фл҈ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƛŘ 

¶ Maximum of 3 applications can be submitted by each local authority 

¶ Maximum of 1 application may be submitted per State body 
 

Measure 3 ς Deadline to Galway County Council ς 1st September 2023 

Projects must be ready to go! 

Timeline for completion of Project ς 24 Months 

¶ Large scale repair/upgrade and new strategic trail/amenity development 

¶ FǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵрллΣллл ŀǘ ŀ фл҈ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƛŘ 

¶ Local authorities and State bodies can submit 1 application each under this Measure 

The following types of projects and activities, will  not be supported by the scheme:  

¶ Greenways in excess of 20km 

¶ Infrastructure for commercial activities  

¶ Purchase/lease of land  

¶ Legal fees  

¶ Standalone outdoor gym/calisthenics workout area projects  

¶ Sports grounds, traditional playgrounds and Multi-Use Gaming Areas (MUGAs)  

¶ Works within Town Parks, marked street trails, walkways and cycleways within towns and 

villages except as outlined in Project Location above  

¶ Surfacing works to public roads  

¶ Refurbishment and construction of buildings (except in very exceptional and limited 

circumstances for projects where this would substantially improve access to, and the 

utilisation of, recreational resources by the wider public)  

¶ Walking or running tracks located in a confined space, e.g. around sports pitches or 

playgrounds, or within other sports grounds  

¶ Maintenance works on elements of trails which form a normal part of the work undertaken 

as part of the Walks Scheme  

¶ Works covered under the agreed work plans of the Walks Scheme  

¶ Activities which do not comply with the definition of countryside/outdoor recreation as set 

ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ hǳǘŘƻƻǊǎоΦ  

¶ Capacity building or training 

¶ Ongoing operational costs  

¶ Costs not directly related to the project  

¶ Indirect costs of the project e.g. community organisation staff time spent working on the 

project in an administrative capacity  

¶ Organisation core costs, including overheads  

¶ Retrospective costs - activity that has already been undertaken or costs incurred prior to date 

of project approval  

¶ VAT where applicants are registered for VAT  

¶ Charges such as bank interest costs, fines, financial penalties, and legal dispute costs  

¶ Sponsorship and charitable donations  

¶ Depreciation  

¶ Notional costs e.g., lost opportunity 
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Ψ/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ YƛƴŘΩ & Ψ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ [ŀōƻǳǊ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ YƛƴŘΩ  

Up to a maximum of 5% of project cost, can be provided in various forms including the provision of 

plant and equipment and/or voluntary labour etc. Grantee costs are excluded from this contribution.  

 

The following are ineligible for ΨContributions in KindΩ:   

¶ Project administration e.g., attendance at meetings, preparation of grant application forms.  

¶ Funding drawdown claims and management costs.  

¶ Contributions which cannot be verified such as routine litter picking, ongoing maintenance, 

cleaning, security and undertaking research.  

¶ Labour provided by a participant on a Rural Social Scheme/TÚS/other exchequer funded 

scheme.   

¶ Donated Materials e.g., aggregate, cement. The value of materials contributed must be 

verifiable and vouched (e.g., by an invoice or statement from the body donating the material 

certifying both volume/quantity and market value of donation). For example, flowers donated 

to a project are not reckonable for in-kind contribution.   

¶ Donated Plant e.g., tractor, trailer, concrete mixer etc. The completed voluntary timesheet 

captures the labour value attributable to donated plant. No contribution is attributable to 

donated plant. 
 

The following list of activities were deemed ineligible as ΨVoluntary LabourΩ recently by the 

Department of Rural & Community Development: 

¶ Meeting with stakeholders such as Coillte/Forest Managers 

¶ Meetings to discuss the project, visiting the site 

¶ Seeking advice from stakeholders 

¶ Linking in with various committees/ seeking advice and feedback from users of the trails, 

¶ Managing Budgets,  

¶ Researching Products for the Project 

¶ Meetings regarding decision making e.g. in relation to location of seating, types of trails etc., 

contacting suppliers 

¶ Litter picking. 

GALWAY TRAIL RUNNING 

EVENT ð KILCORNAN TRAILS  

Following the Official Opening of the 

άYƛƭŎƻǊƴŀƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎέ ƻƴ фth June 2023 by 

the Cathaoirleach of the County of 

Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƭƭǊΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ άaƻŜƎƛŜέ 

Maher, the Trails have become a 

huge success and provide access to 

over 6.7 km of safe and accessible 

walking in a combination of 
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Woodland, River, Farmland and Meadow trails. 

Dŀƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ ά/ƻƴƴŀǳƎƘǘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 9ǾŜƴǘέ ƛƴ YƛƭŎƻǊƴŀƴΦ  The "Backyard 

Ultra", will be held on September 22nd and will see the top 15 runners going to the All-Ireland 

Championship and the winner going on to represent Ireland at the World Championship 

The runners start a 6.7km looped course on the hour, every hour. A last person standing event, where 

the event keeps going until there is only one person left.   

The event is capped to 100 runners and will start just before sunset on September 22nd (8pm), runners 

will complete a loop every hour, with the winner expected to complete approx. 30-34 hours.  

In 2018, The Partners, Galway County Council, The Brothers of Charity and Coillte worked together to 

progress an application for funding through the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme, to develop 

a network of trails through the Clarinbridge Cowpark, Kilcornan Wood and Kilcornan Estate in order 

to maximise the benefits of these recreational areas. 

! DǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ϵнллΣллл ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wǳǊŀƭ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme in partnership with Galway County Council, Brothers of Charity 

Services, Kilcornan and Coillte.  

¢ƘŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άhǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

activity tourism sector as part of a long-term vision for a vibrant and sustainable rural Ireland.   

  

Upcoming Sports Partnership Event at Kilcornan. 

  
Health Talk & Activator Walk (planned for September 2023) 

In September 2023, Galway Sports Partnership in partnership with 
Healthy Galway and Galway Rural Development plan to host a health 
talk and Activator walk event. This will be open to older adults and will 
be hosted in Kilcornan hall. There will be a talk from FitWalk Ireland 
followed by a walk around Kilcornan loop using Activator Walking Poles. 

 

 

GALWAY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 
 

SAFEGAURDING (CHILD PROTECTION)  

Galway Sports Partnership continues to deliver Safeguarding courses online across the 3 different 

ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ .ŀǎƛŎ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ό{DмύΣ /ƭǳō /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ό{Dнύ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ tŜǊǎƻƴ ό{DоύΦ  
 

BIKE WEEK 

Galway Sports Partnership lead Bike Week 2023 with 19 events taking place across Galway. From 

Ballinasloe to Clifden. There were events for all levels and ages of cyclists. The highlights include the 

Gort Mini Greenway Cycle, Couch to 25k in Lawrencetown, Family Cycle in Ballinasloe and a beautiful 

family cycle for all ages through Carrabane Forest.  
   

OLYMPIC HANDBALL - TEACHER TRAINING 

Galway has the highest number of primary schools taking part in Olympic Handball competitions in 

the country. The sport is very popular across Galway. To support the sport of Olympic Handball, GSP 
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linked with the Irish Olympic Handball Association to deliver two teacher training courses in Renmore 

Community Center in early Summer. The courses were aimed at primary and secondary school 

teachers as part of a plan to develop the sport from primary school to adults with the aim of having a 

Galway club in the coming years.  
  

PICKLEBALL 

GSP has been working with a number of groups including Pickleball Ireland to help develop the sport 

in Galway. Pickleball is similar to Tennis but played on a smaller court and is suitable for all ages and 

abilities. The focus of our programme is older adults (0ver 50 years) and aims at increasing activity in 

a fun and social way for this age group. The work culminated in an event in Maree Community Centre 

in June.  
   

INIS MEÁIN PARKRUN 

LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƭȅ tŀǊƪwǳƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀƴŦŀǊŜ ƻƴ Lƴƛǎ aŜłƛƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ WǳƴŜΦ tŀǊƪwǳƴ 

is a 5km course that people can walk, run or jog every Saturday morning. Participation is free and 

people can take part in any of the ParkRuns across the globe.  
  

AUTISM IN SPORT 

Training for volunteers to cater for people with disabilities has taken place on 13th and 17th June on-

line. The courses, Autism in Sport and Disability Inclusion covered the main aspects of catering for 

people in across many sports.  
  

SPORT ENERGY SUPPORT SCHEME (SESS) FOR COMMUNITY BASED FACILITIES 

Sport Ireland have launched a second phase of the Sports Energy Scheme.  Through LSPs, this phase 

will now also target community owned sports facilities which do not currently qualify for TBESS or 

other Government support schemes through DRCD, Local Authorities etc.  Clubs or facilities affiliated 

to Sport Ireland recognised NGBs should access support directly through their NGB.  General cost of 

living increases such as rising costs in accommodation, rent, rates or labour costs are not eligible. Fuel 

costs associated with machinery, vehicles, travel or transport do not qualify.  Registration for this 

initiative was closed in early June. 

 

ARTS OFFICE  

CULTURE UP ARTIST IN RESIDENCE ON THE EDGE 

¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ϵрлY ǘƻ !Ǌǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Residency Initiatives Scheme in collaboration with Áras Éanna as lead applicant. From 12th July artists 

are invited to apply for one of ten AIR on the Edge residencies in Ireland, The Netherlands, Serbia, 

Denmark and Finland. Artist studio space, self-catering accommodation, artists fees and travel 

expenses will be provided for successful artists. Two artists from Galway County will be selected.  

Deadline for applications is 25th 

August 2023 

 

            

https://www.aircultureup.com/
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DANCE ARTIST RESIDENCY  

Magdalena Hylak and Lionel Kasparian underǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ŀǘ bǳƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ 

Theatre at the end of June. They have been using this time to get the word out about their residency 

programme including upcoming workshops in the Autumn and 2024 for teens. We have been 

introducing them to organisations and communities in the county so they can build relationships in 

advance of their programme here in 

2024. 

 

Magdalena Hylak and Lionel 

Kasparian  

 

 

 

 

CULTURE NIGHT 2023 

Culture Night takes places on Friday 22 

September 2023. An open call for 

Culture Night funding for Culture Night 

events was launched on 05 June and 

the deadline was 06 July. Artists, arts 

organisations and community groups 

were all eligible to apply for events 

taking place in Galway County.   

                   

  

 

 

https://www.galwayartscentre.ie/whats-on/magdalena-hylak-i-galway-dancer-in-residence-2023-24/?fbclid=IwAR3lWNa3_raduyAvb--XR123yj-xoWnsDkQs09kd8diHKAxx396TZ6RWv2c
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CULTURE NIGHT LATE - ATHENRY 

¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϵмсY ŦǊƻƳ !Ǌǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aŀŎƴŀǎ 

and Athenry Heritage Centre to co-produce a processional performance through the streets of 

Athenry on Friday 22 September as part of Culture Night Late (after 9 p.m.).  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

partners and all stakeholders on the development and production elements of this late Culture Night 

spectacle. The Macnas workshop moved to Gloves, Athenry in 2020 and we have been supporting 

them to engage with the local community through different projects including our Culture Night 

programme. 

MACNAS CROM CREDIT DARACH PHOTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUGHTERARD COURTHOUSE ARTS PROGRAMME ð COMMUNITY SUPPORT SCHEME  

!Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ŀŎƘǘŜǊ!Ǌǘǎ DǊƻǳǇ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ Oughterard Courthouse 16 June. 

The Oughterard Courthouse Arts Programme receives funding through the Community Support 

Scheme under Cultural Development. The OCAP arts group curate a number of arts exhibitions of 

professional artists in the Courthouse each year.  

 

ARTISTS GIL CUSACK, JESS 

WALSH, MAUREEN 

MOONEY, SHARON 

OõGRADY (ARTS 

OFFICER), RENSKE BOEF 

AND OLGA MAGLIOCCO 

AT THE OPENING OF FULL 

CIRCLE ð THE 

UAC HTERARTS GROUP 
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Alan James Burns - Augmented Body Altered Mind ð Art | Disabili ty | Climate  

Change  
 

Augmented Body Altered Mind by visual artist Alan James Burns as part of a national tour will exhibit 

ŀǘ #Ǌŀǎ ;ŀƴƴŀΣ Lƴƛǎ hƝǊǊ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлнпΦ ¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

programme which includes the Art | Disability | Climate Change webinar on Thursday 20th July. 

Through the webinar art, lived experience of disability, climate change, and their intersections were 

explored by leading Irish and international arts professionals in an afternoon of free online panel 

discussions.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDÁN - MISLEÓR SHORT DOCUMENTARY GRANT  

An open call for emerging filmmakers from the Traveller community had a deadline of 29 June. The 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ϵнΣллл ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ 

short documentary, which will premiere at the Misleór Festival of Nomadic Cultures in 2023. This 

project is supported by Galway County Council Arts Office.  

 

ARDÁN - SHORT DOCUMENTARY 

BURSARY  

An open call for documentary film makers 

and film teams in Galway County had a 

deadline of 16 June. The successful 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ōǳǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ϵоΣллл ǘƻ 

make a short 5-15 min documentary and 

mentorship with Donal Haughey 

throughout the process this year. The 

selection process is to take place in July. 
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THE WEST AWAKE COMMUNITY WEEKEND TUAM SATURDAY 19TH & SUNDAY 20TH 

AUGUST 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ !ǿŀƪŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 

ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǳŀƳΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎe to celebrate 

¢ǳŀƳΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ  /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ 

Tuam with support from Galway County Council Arts Office, Galway Rural Development, the Saw 

Doctors and the local community, the town of Tuam will host a local stage with family friendly events 

in the town on the weekend of the Saw Doctors concert. An open call took place for local talent to 

feature on a live music stage and other events such as a visual arts group show, community workshops, 

poetry readings, short film screenings will take place over this weekend.  
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GALWAY FILM FLEADH 2023 

/ŀǘƘŀƻƛǊƭŜŀŎƘ [ƛŀƳ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ !Ǌǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

35th Galway Film Fleadh on 27 June. The festival runs from 11-16 July and is supported by the Galway 

County Council community support scheme.  https://www.galwayfilmfleadh.com/. 

 

DR. ANNIE DOONA (CHAIR), SHARON OõGRADY, ARTS OFFICER, CATHAOIRLEACH 

LIAM CARROLL AND KATE OõTOOLE AT THE LAUNCH OF THE 35TH FILM FLEADH 

 

GALWAY DANCE PROJECT - RESIDENCIES  

 

The Arts Office in partnership with Galway Dance Project has funded two residencies in 2023 through 

an open call called the North-West Dance Residency Programme. Galway County dance artists Jessie 

Keenan and Linda Schirmer were successful this year. 

 

  

https://www.galwayfilmfleadh.com/
http://galwaydanceproject.com/north-west-dance-residency-partnership/
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PUBLIC ART 

OPW/GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL - MURAL TUAM 

Following a youth consultation and the development of an agreed artistic brief, two artists were 

invited to take part in phase 2 of the selection process. The artists were paid to further develop ideas 

and presentations. A selection panel met on 19 June at Tuam Local Area Office. The panel included 

the OPW, Creative Places Tuam, Department of Social Protection, Youthreach and a Tuam based 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΦ .ƻǘƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ {ƘŀƴŜ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ 

who was selected by the panel to deliver this commission and we look forward to seeing his vision 

come to life.  
 

 

CREDIT; SHANE O MALLEY  
 

CREATIVE IRELAND 

CREATIVE COMMUNITIESõ ENGAGEMENT OFFICER 

Recruitment has been completed and we welcome our new Creative Community Engagement Officer 

on the 14th of August 2023. 

CREATIVE IRELAND BURSARIES PROJECTS 

 

ATHENRY HERITAGE CENTRE PRESENTS SILENT SCREENS TO JOYOUS SOUNDS  

Athenry Heritage Centre presents the Silver Screen production by Little John Nee and Fionn Robinson 

of a live recreation of the music and sounds of silent movie star Buster Keaton in his classic 

performance of Sherlock Jr. They will use the very latest in technology including gramophones, 

electrical musical instruments, a steam iron, modern valve amplification and fashionable synthetic 

sounds to create a voyage over 100 years back in time in a courageous attempt to collaborate with 

the flickering ghosts of the early silver screen. Nee and Robinson have composed a new musical 

ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ǳǎǘŜǊ YŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ {ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪ WǊΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

audience participation.   
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CLEAS TEO TRAIDISIÚIN FÍODÓIREACHTA OILEÁNDA ÉIREANN 

 

Tá traidisiún fada fíodóireachta ar Oileáin Árann, agus tá ceardaithe áitiúla fós ag fíodóireacht 

criosanna Árann ar an seanstíl. Tá súil againn, trí cheardlann fíodóireachta a chur ar fáil do na 

ceardaithe sin agus do phobal Inis Oírr i gcoitinne, tacú le caomhnú agus forbairt cuid lárnach 

d'oidhreacht na hÉireann agus Oileán Árainn. 

 

 

 

FITE FUAITE  

The FITE FUAITE project by Gort Arts Group aims to close the gap on integration by offering 

opportunities for Gort natives and non-natives to come together through the arts, specifically a series 

of learning and skill share workshops, held over a five-month period leading up to October 31st, 2023.  

  

WHO AM I? SENSE OF SELF IN MY COMMUNITY  

The Brothers of Charity Service in Casla working with 15 people & their families across rural 

Connemara who have an Intellectual disability will work with local artist Nuala Ní Nuala Ni Fhlathuin 

to create an exhibition of work. Through this project they aƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘ ŀ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦΩ 

ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ 

gathering stories, photographs and personal collected items which will form part of their individual 

exhibitions.  

MISLEÓR FESTIVAL OF NOMADIC CULTURES AT BALLINASLOE HORSE FAIR 

Misleór Festival of Nomadic Cultures will come to Ballinasloe Horse Fair 2023 with the installation of 

two wooden horses built from recycled materials will be on display in Ballinasloe, accompanied by 

Tinsmith Tom McDonnell, who will run an interactive Tin smithing workshop. This installation was 

developed to celebrate the importance of horses in Traveller and nomadic cultures and was a 

collaboration with members of both Traveller and Mongolian communities, and local artist Tommy 

Casby. They will also present Reimagining Life on the Road; Stories and visuals from 2 traditional 

Camps in Ballinasloe will be added to the digital map working with a digital mapping expert and the 

University of Galway. 



23 

 

KINVARA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS BIDDY EARLY A FOLK OPERA 

Kinvara Community Orchestra will produce a new work, written by Kinvara-based composer, Stephen 

WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ DŀǊǊȅ hΩ.Ǌƛŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ YƛƴǾŀǊŀ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлноΦ 

The subject of the Folk Opera is the life and times of the traditional herbalist and clairvoyant, Biddy 

Early. The story of Biddy Early is part of the cultural heritage of the West of Ireland. The Opera will be 

performed by 50 musicians and local singers. Kinvara Community Orchestra (KCO), was founded in 

2020, draws on the rich seam of traditional players, amateur and semi-professional musicians and 

singers, living in and around South Galway, making it a fine vehicle for such a project. 

 

WESTERN TRAVELLER ASSOCIATION/ BRÚ BRIDE ð ENGAGE PROJECT A YOUTH CIRCUS 

PROGRAMME 

This 11-ǿŜŜƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƛǊŎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ .Ǌǳ .ƘǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜŘ !Ǌǘ Iǳō ǿƛǘƘ 

2 weekly classes aimed at two ages groups, 6ς11-year-olds and 12ς18-year-olds. The project uses 

circus art as an educational tool for personal, social and community development. It will include a 

variety of circus activities such as juggling, tightrope, 

acrobatics and physical games that will all be delivered 

by trained facilitators from Galway Community Circus. 

The groups will work towards a showing (100% vol 

participation in showing) on week 11. The project will be 

based on the principles of creativity, inclusion, respect 

trust and enjoyment.   

SHARON OõGRADY, ARTS OFFICER WITH ACTOR 

JOHN CONNORS AT THE LAUNCH OF THE NEW TUAM 

ARTS ACADEMY IN BRÚ BHRIDE. 

 

ÁRAS ÉANNA ð CÚIRT CEOL NA MBAN 

Cúirt Cheoil na mBan is a unique traditional Irish music and dance community event on the Aran 

Islands where a troupe of 20 women musicians travel from house to house playing music, ending with 

ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƭȅ ŀǊǘǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ #Ǌŀǎ ;ŀƴƴŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ tradition of 

visiting musicians while adding a modern twist and committing to supporting and promoting women 

in music. There will be a call for open 

houses for the event and community 

musicians to take part. 

 

 Cheoil na mBan 2022  
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NEWBRIDGE TIDY TOWN AND ARTFARM ART TRAIL  

Newbridge Tidy Towns Community group will create an Art Trail in and around the village of 

Newbridge in collaboration with Artfarm Collective artists Sheila Flanagan, Derek Duffy and Elaine 

Delaney. Envisioning this rural area as a form of 'Landscape art canvas', they wish to embrace both 

the notion of Creative communities and supporting local artists to make art relating to place and 

environment/climate action showcasing their work in unusual settings. Newbridge Tidy Towns 

Community group wish to create an Art Trail in and around the village of Newbridge in collaboration 

with Artfarm Collective artists Sheila Flanagan, Derek Duffy and Elaine Delaney. Envisioning this rural 

area as a form of 'Landscape art canvas', we wish to embrace both the notion of Creative communities 

and supporting local artists to make art relating to place and environment/climate action showcasing 

their work in unusual settings. 

 

SHEILA FLANAGAN ARTFARM  

 

TULCA ð FILM SCREENING OF ABANDONED GOOD ð BALLINASLOE  

¢¦[/! ǿƛƭƭ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ DƻƻŘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƳŀŘŜ 

by artists in mental health hospitals and centrally features the works of J.J. Beegan. TULCA will host a 

screening of the film and a talk by curator Iarlaith Ni Fheorais in the beautiful settings of the chapel in 

Ballinasloe Library. The screening event will offer an accessible point of reference for local artists and 

audiences in Ballinasloe to engage with the TULCA curator and wider programme and shine a light on 

.ŜŜƎŀƴǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ .ǊƛƎƛŘǎΩ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀǎƭƻŜΦ   

 

YEATS THOOR BALLYLEE 

To celebrate the centenary of the poet W.B. Yeats winning the Nobel Prize for Literature, the Yeats 

Thoor Ballylee Society has organized a number of events at Thoor Ballyee, his 14th century home near 

Gort, Co. Galway. This June will see the launch of an international poetry competition, followed later 

in the summer by concerts, talks, heritage events, and poetry readings. In October, a specially 

commissioned play will be produced about the Nobel Prize. These Centenary Events will showcase the 

world of Yeats, the beauty of his poetry, his role in establishing the Abbey Theatre, and his influence 

ƻƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǾƻƭution at the turn of the century. 
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YEATS THOOR BALLYLEE POETRY PRIZE 

 

CRUINNIÚ NA NÓG ð WRAP UP 

/Ǌǳƛƴƴƛǵ ƴŀ ƴjƎ ǊŜŎƻǳǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻŦ ϵолΣллл ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 27th of July.  
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HOUSING & UKRAINE RESPONSE 

 

ONLINE SOCIAL HOUSING HOUSING SUPPLY AND DEMAND DASHBOARD 

Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

the following link:-   www.galway.ie/en/services/housing/supplydemand/ 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF SOCIAL HOUSING ASSESSMENTS 2023 

The Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2023 brings together information provided by local 

authorities on households in their functional area that are qualified for social housing support but 

whose social housing need is not currently being met. It is a point-in-time assessment of the identified 

need for social housing support across the country.  

This is a statutory assessment to count the total number of households qualified for social housing 

support across the country on 1st November 2023, in order to better inform policy and plan for the 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ΨbŜǘ ƴŜŜŘΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘΥ 

This is the total number of households qualifying for social housing support whose social housing need 

is not being met. All the figures in this report are based on net need.  Households must be qualified 

for social housing support. Households currently living in local authority rented accommodation, 

approved housing body accommodation, accommodation provided under the Housing Assistance 
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Payment (HAP) scheme, accommodation provided under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), 

accommodation provided under the Social Housing Capital Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) schemes 

or any household on a transfer list are not included in the total number. 

  

ASSESSMENT OF HOUSING NEED 2023 

In Accordance with Section 21 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and Section 6 of the 

Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, Galway County Council has been instructed by the 

Department of Housing Planning & Local Government to carry out a Housing Needs Assessment for 

2023. 

The Council will be contacting certain applicants currently on the housing waiting list to reassess their 

eligibility for housing support. All applicants who receive this correspondence must reply in full to it. 

Completed returns with all necessary documentation enclosed, should be completed online in the 

case of the online SSHA form or submitted to the Housing Section, Galway County Council not later 

than the 11th of August 2023. 

Persons who do not return the forms / requested documentation for re-assessment before 11th 

August 2023, will be removed from the social housing waiting list. In the event of being removed from 

the waiting list, they will be required to re-apply and if approved, they will not be re-instated at your 

original date of application.   This may also affect rent supplement. 

Assessment forms and further details will be sent electronically or by post if requested. Queries should 

be directed to the Housing Section, Galway County Council, Aras an Chontae, Prospect Hill, Galway 

H91 H6KX Telephone: 091 509200 E-mail: ssha@galway.ie or www.galway.ie 

 

OFFER A HOME ð UKRAINE RESPONSE 

 

Galway County Council continues to work on the Ukraine response with the administration of 

www.offerahome.ie ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨhŦŦŜǊ ŀ IƻƳŜΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

appealing for offers of houses, apartments, or holiday homes for use as temporary accommodation 

for those arriving from Ukraine. Ideally, properties would be available for at least six months.  Property 

owners can offer homes at www.offerahome.ie or by contacting the local authority in which the 

property is located ς dedicated contact details for each local authority are available at offerahome.ie.  

The local authority in which the property is located will be the point of contact for owners throughout 

the offer and assessment process. Owners can expect to be contacted by always County Council and 

an assessment of the property is carried out shortly after.   

  

The owner of the property is informed throughout the process and anybody who offers a property 

through the website can check the status of their offer at any stage through the site. Suitable 

properties are matched with Ukrainian beneficiaries with by our implementing partner IOM 

(International Organization for Migration) and provide support in agreeing licence agreement and 

other arrangements.   

 

To offer an unoccupied property please register on the following website: www.offerahome.ie 

mailto:ssha@galway.ie
http://www.offerahome.ie/
http://www.offerahome.ie/
http://www.offerahome.ie/
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Galway County Council is operating the Offer a Home programme ς which is for offers of unoccupied 

homes. To date there have been 67 offers to this programme. 

¶ 25 have been allocated 

¶ 12 have been withdrawn from the programme 

¶ 5 are no longer available 

¶ 2 were assessed as not suitable 

¶ 12 are being progressed by our implementing partner IOM 

¶ 11 are currently being inspected 

 

CROI CONAITHE 

REVISED VACANT PROPERTY REFURBISHMENT GRANT SCHEME 

With effect from 1 July 2023 additional funding is available under the Vacant Property Grant Scheme 

to support the refurbishment of vacant and derelict properties located on the islands.  

The maximum rate of the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant payable is up to 20% higher for eligible 
vacant and derelict properties on qualifying islands.  

A list of the qualifying islands in County Galway is as follows: 

 

 

 

*Gaeltacht Islands 

This brings ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵслΣллл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵупΣллл ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘΦ 

The maximum cost limits for the individual works categories are also increased by 20%. 

 

HOME ENERGY RETROFIT CLINIC AT GLINSK 

The housing Unit presented at a Home Energy Retrofit Clinic on Thursday 13th July in Glinsk Community 

Centre (near Creggs). The topics covered included the  

¶ Vacant Homes Grants (Croí Cónaithe) 

¶ Local Authority Home Loans 

¶ Buy and Renew 

¶ Repair & Lease 

¶ Older Persons Grants 

¶ Disabled Persons Grants and  

¶ Mobility Grants.  
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The event was run as part of Glinsk Sustainable Energy Community initiative and other Speakers 

covered topics including an overview of SEAI Grants, an introduction to the Glinsk Sustainable Energy 

Community and a summary on the Home Energy Assessments that have been carried out. There was 

a large attendance on the night and the event was very successful. 

 

  

PROPOSED SALE OF DERELICT SOCIAL HOUSING STOCK 

There are a number of ex social houses in the ownership of GCC that are deemed to be derelict and 

because of issues such as access, services, extremely rural location and lack of demand, it is considered 

that these are not viable to return to social housing. A batch of twelve properties have been identified 

initially and these have been placed with REMAX Auctioneers for sale. It is expected that for sale signs 

will be erected shortly and the properties will be advertised. Subject to the identification of a potential 

buyer, these properties will be brought before the Council under the Section 183 process for approval, 

in due course. The Contacts in Housing for further information are Carmel Kilcoyne, Kathleen Lohan 

or Brendan Kelly. 

Address Postcode Municipal District 

Loughcurra, Kinvara H91H330 Loughrea 

Ballyglass, Ballyshrule, Portumna H53YT97 Loughrea 

Loughatorick,Woodford H62WC85 Loughrea 

Creggauns, Creggs F42T254 Tuam 

Brierfort, Williamstown F45R588 Tuam 

Abbeylands, Dunmore H54X319 Tuam 

Coppanagh, Kylebrack West of H62VK51 Loughrea 

Kiltrogue, Claregalway  H91N97A Athenry/Oranmore 

Tieranascragh, Ballycrissane H53V2Y8 Ballinasloe 

Doonreaghan, Cashel H91Y89C Conamara 

Tulach Na Corraige, Loughrea H62PR83 Loughrea 

Croaghill, Williamstown F45XR96 Tuam 

 

ENERGY RETROFITS 

The Energy Efficiency Retrofit Programme continues to carry out significant work across the county. 

The aim of the programme is to improve the fabric of the existing council dwellings and to provide an 
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energy-efficient heating system. The minimum BER rating required following the works is a B2. 

However, to date under this programme, Galway County Council has surpassed this in all our retrofits, 

achieving an A rating in many houses. Since 2021 under the current programme Galway County 

Council has retrofitted 178 dwellings throughout the county at an average cost of ϵп1,600. Galway 

County Council are proposing to retrofit additional houses in the following locations in 2023. 

Gort 20 houses 

Tuam 22 houses 

Headford  4 houses 

Oughterard  8 houses 

Loughrea  36 Houses 

Rural cottages - Various locations 6 houses 

 

 

CARAVAN LOAN SCHEME 

Galway County Council has 14 halting site bays, each of which includes a welfare unit, under its remit, 

with 10 in Tuam Halting Site and 4 in Capira Halting Site in Tuam.  The licencees of these bays provide 

their own caravan or mobile home, with the Council responsible only for the maintenance of the bay. 

We received notification in early July from the Traveller Accommodation Unit of the Department of 

Housing Local Government and Heritge of the continuation of the Pilot Caravan Loan Scheme ς 

Traveller Specific Accommodation, which supports the provision of Traveller Specific accommodation 

through preferential loans to Travellers to purchase their own caravan/mobile home for use on halting 

sites as their residence.   

The amount of a loan advanced is subject to a maximum of 40,000 euro, with the loan repayable for 

a specified period of time.  The Council is required to satisfy itself that the applicant can make the loan 

repayments and loan repayments received must be ring fenced to be used for site maintenance works.  

The Council recoups each the amount of each loan issued from the Traveller Accommodation Unit of 

the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Galway County Council has been approved to allocate 1 Caravan Loan at this time, with a requirement 

to confirm with the Department its intention to draw its allocation by 31st August 2023.  This allocation 

will be reviewed by the Department of Housing later in the year.    

We have received limited enquiries regarding the scheme, which has been publicised by the Councils 

Traveller Liaison Officer and through the local Traveller Representative Groups.  Two expressions of 

interest have been received with no completed applications received to date. 
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CAPITAL BUILD PROGRAMME 

LA 01/23 ð CAISLÉAN RAITHIN, ARDRAHAN 

A Part 8 planning application, in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 

amended, was lodged on 3rd March 2023 for a 10-unit housing development on a greenfield site to 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Ψ/ŀƛǎƭŞŀƴ wŀƛǘƘƛƴΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ лΦс YƳ ŦǊƻƳ !ǊŘǊŀƘŀƴ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  

The proposal comprises 3 no. single storey 2 bed houses, 1 no. 2 storey 3 bed house, 6 no. 2 storey 2 

bed houses, car parking, connection to existing services and all ancillary site development works.  

No submissions/observations were received by the closing date of 20th April 2023. 

! /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƎƘǊŜŀ a5 aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ 10th July 2023 with 

the recommendation that the planning permission proceed subject to 19 conditions.  

The Elected Members voted in favour of the proposed development to be carried out as 

recommended in the Report.  

 

PRESENTATION TO LOUGHREA MD ON 11-07-23 

 

LA 03/23 ð ST. JOSEPHõS PLACE, BALLINASLOE 

A Part 8 planning application, in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 

amended, was lodged on 11th April 2023 for a 8-unit housing development on a greenfield infill site 

at St. JosŜǇƘΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ .ŀƭƭƛƴŀǎƭƻŜΦ  

The proposal will include 2 specialist (bungalow type) houses for older persons/those with reduced 

mobility and six 2 storey terrace houses, car parking, connection to existing services and ancillary site 

works.  

No submissions/observations were received by the closing date of 24th May 2023. 

! /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 

the Ballinasloe MD Meeting on 26th July 2023. 
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LA 04/23 ð DUNLO HILL, BALLINASLOE 

A Part 8 planning application, in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 

amended, was lodged on 19th May 2023 for a proposal to renovate and extend the existing terraced 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ 5ǳƴƭƻ IƛƭƭΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά5ƻƻƭŜȅΩǎ tǳōέ όǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘure RPS ref 2730) to create a 

residential housing development comprising of; 10 no. duplex one bed apartments, 1 no. single-storey 

one-bed apartment, 2 no. duplex two-bed apartments (13 no apartments in total), as well as the 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά5ƻƻƭŜȅΩǎ tǳōέ Ŧrom a public house to a community use. 

The proposal includes for partial demolitions (outbuildings and sheds to the rear courtyard areas) and 

alterations. It also includes for construction of 2 no. new 2 bed duplexes in lieu of the existing sheds 

on the northern boundary and a new single storey extension to the townhouses.   

The development includes for connections to existing services, delineation of on-street carparking, 

provision of street trees, set down area and all associated ancillary site development works. 

No submissions/observations were received by the closing date of 3rd July 2023. 

! /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 

the Ballinasloe MD Meeting on 26th July 2023. 

 

SITE NOTICES FOR PART 8 PLANNING PERMISSION ERECTED ON EXISTING STRUCTURES 

 

PART 10 - DROIM NA GAOITHE, BAILE CHLÁIR 

A Part 10 planning application, in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 

as amended, is currently being prepared for a proposed residential development at a site in Droim Na 

Gaoithe, in Baile Chláir. 

The site is approx. 2.7 Hectares with road frontage to the West onto the R381 main Baile Chláir to 

Oranmore Rd. and frontage to the South-9ŀǎǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ [тммл Ψ[ŀƪŜǾƛŜǿΩ wƻŀŘΦ 
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The proposal is for an 88-unit housing development with a mix of 1-4 bedroom units comprising 

apartments, duplexes and houses. The proposal also provides for a creche and community playground 

with connections to existing services and associated ancillary site works. 

An overview of the proposals was presented to the Athenry-Oranmore MD Meeting on 11th July 2023. 

It is intended that the planning application will be lodged to An Bord Pleanála by the end of July 2023. 

 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITE LOCATION ð DROIM NA GAOITHE BAILE CHLÁIR 
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INFRASTRUCTURE & OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE & FIRE & EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE & OPERATIONS 

 

Circular RW 10/2023 Galway County Additional R estoration Improvement  Allocations 

2023 

In recognition of the fact that cost inflation is having a significant impact on the cost of delivering 

regional and local road annual work programmes, the Minister for Transport is making additional 

ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ϵннΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ wŜǎǘoration Improvement (RI) 

Grants.  This additional funding is intended to assist local authorities in delivering their annual road 

strengthening work programmes. 

In late June 2023, in response to a query from the Department of Transport, Galway County Council 

indicated that the Road Operations Section had capacity to complete additional road resurfacing 

works, were funds to become available. A substantial set of proposals was submitted, focusing 

primarily on regional roads, roads damaged during the past winter, and the three-year roads 

programme.  

On 3rd July, the Council was pleased to receive notification from the Department of Transport of 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘǎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϵмΣрппΣпорΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

brings the total amount ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ нлно ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wL DǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ϵнмΣфффΣпорΦ  

We propose to continue with our existing contractors in respect of completion of the works. The 

additional funding will accommodate 2 no. significant roads resurfacing projects in each MD, including 

a significant extension of the R446 works (former National Road ς N6) in the Loughrea MD.  

Thanks to the efforts of our MD teams, we have been able to position ourselves for best advantage in 

achieving these funds.  

Furthermore, we have indicated our willingness and capacity to complete further additional works, 

should the opportunity arise.  

The additional roads to be completed are outlined in the table below.  

Further details can be obtained from the Senior Executive Engineers in the Municipal Districts.  

Loughrea R R446 Dartfield Former National Road 

Conamara LP L1320 Maigh Cuilinn 

Tuam R R347 Athenry Road 

Athenry-Oranmore LS Baunmore 

Loughrea R R348 Ballyfa 
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Conamara LT, R R374 ROSMUC 

Tuam R R332 Frank Stockwell Road 

Athenry-Oranmore LT, R L-71245 Cuillairbaun 

Ballinasloe LS, LT L-8604 Garbally Drive 

Ballinasloe LS L-8729 Millpark 

 

Kilrickle (Kilreekill) ς Kilcooley Group Water Scheme GY841 - Update 

The project includes for the installation of 41.5 km of water mains in the project area which comprises 

an unserved rural area in Kilrickle and the replacement of the existing Kilcooley GWS network. The 

newly installed network will be supplied by Cappataggle GWS and on completion will be amalgamated 

with Cappataggle. 

The completed project will provide mains water to the Kilrickle area which experiences consistently 

poor groundwater quality and yield. It will also provide the existing Kilcooley GWS with compliant 

drinking water. This GWS has been on a boil water notice since December 2009 and is on the 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ wŜƳŜŘƛŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ [ƛǎǘ w![Φ 

The completed project will supply 262 houses, 2 National Schools and several businesses with clean 

and wholesome drinking water. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛǎ ϵ оΦрт a ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 5I[DI DǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ϵоΦнп a ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϵ лΦооо aΦ 

To date, approx. 52% of the Pipeline is installed and 67% of valves installed. approximately 80% of the 

mains are being installed using directional drilling which reduces the need for open cut trench which 

in turn saves on road restoration works. 

 

 

FIGURE 1 & 2. 

DIRECTIONAL 

DRILLING AND 

PIPE 

INSTALLATION 

ON THE BULLAUN 

ROAD.  
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FIGURE 3 & 4. OPEN CUT EXCAVATIONS AND TRENCH REINSTATEMENTS ON THE 

BULLAUN ROAD. 
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Spiddal Wastewater Treatment Plant ς Commissioning Update 

 

The photo above shows the secondary settlement tank in the foreground, sludge pumps on the left. 

In the background, welfare facilities and HMIs housed in the structures to the left (HMI means 'human-

machine interface' and these interfaces are intended to streamline the use of industrial machinery by 

connecting a person to a machine, system, or device.  Their purpose is to provide insight into 

mechanical performance and progress), wash water storage in centre background and concrete sludge 

storage tank in the right. 

Changeover of flows in Spiddal is now scheduled for the week commencing July 31st. This will be 

followed by a 28-day process proving period which will conclude at the end of August when full 

commissioning is expected. 

Community Involvement Schemes 

As the Members will be aware, the Department continued the Community Involvement Scheme (CIS) 

in 2022 and 2023 and local authorities were invited to apply to the Department for CIS funding for 

those years. The CIS is based on a minimum community contribution of either 10% or 20% based on 

the criteria below. It is no longer permissible to carry out a CIS funded scheme where the local 

community contribution is a combination of monetary and works. Please see the following terms 

below: 

Where the local community contribution is monetary a minimum contribution rate of 10% will apply; 

and where the local community contribution comprises works the minimum contribution rate will be 

20%. 
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No other grants allocated under Department of Transport grant programmes can be used for the 

community contribution. 

 

The legislative provisions for members of a community carrying out works under the Community 

Involvement Scheme are outlined in Section 13(6) of the Roads Act, 1993 which provides that, a person 

or a group of persons may, with the consent of a road authority, carry out maintenance works on a 

local road.   A road authority may provide materials, plant, equipment, and the services of its staff to 

a person or group carrying out such works. The person or group (and each member thereof) carrying 

out works with the consent of a road authority will be indemnified by the road authority against all 

actions and claims howsoever arising in respect of the works, and the carrying out of works, provided 

that the works are carried out in a bona fide manner and in accordance with any conditions, 

restrictions or requirements specified by the road authority. 

The 2023 Schemes numbers per MD are outlined in the table below. For actual scheme particulars 

please liaise with your local MD. 

 

MD No of Applicants Received 

for 2023 

No of Applications Going Ahead 

for 2023 

Athenry/Oranmore 10 8 

Tuam 13 11 

Loughrea 4 3 

Ballinasloe 2 0 

Connemara 0 0 

TOTAL  29 22 

 

NRPO Update  

N59 MOYCULLEN BYPASS 

The N59 Moycullen Bypass is currently under construction. The works are 85% complete and are due 

for substantial completion in November 2023. Landowner consultation ongoing. 

 

N6 GALWAY CITY RING ROAD 

A request for further information is expected from An Bord Pleanála and work is ongoing on traffic 

assessments and ecological surveys. 

 

N84 GALWAY TO CURRAGHMORE 

Barry Transportation are progressing with Phases 0 of the TII Project Management Guidelines. 
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N59 BUNNAKILL TO CLAREMOUNT 

Galway County Council are obliged to get the approval from the National Parks and Wildlife Service 

and Inland Fisheries Ireland for the construction stage method statements. On 27 June 2023 the 

NPWS wrote to Galway County Council advising that the responsibility for ensuring that the method 

statements comply with the EU Habitats Directive lies with Galway County Council. The project team 

are currently assessing this position with a view to progressing the advance works contracts. 
 

N83 CLAREGALWAY 

Advanced works including Archaeology contract to comment in July 2023. 
 

N59 KENTFIELD 

The design of realignment at the Corcullen junction is complete and the Design Report is being 

updated. The works screened in for Appropriate Assessment therefore a Natura Impact Statement is 

being prepared for An Board Pleanála approval. 
 

N65 KILLIMOR TO RAMORE CROSS PAVEMENT SCHEME 

Construction has commenced on site with works to be completed by the end of July 2023. 
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N59 CNOCKNARAW PAVEMENT SCHEME  

The scheme has been designed and tendered with construction due to be completed September 2023. 

 
 

N59 DERRYNACLEIGH PAVEMENT SCHEME 

The scheme has been designed and tendered with construction due to be completed August 2023. 
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GALWAY TO OUGHTERARD GREENWAY 

Project Liaison officers have started meeting the affected landowners within the corridor. Peer Review 

responses being finalised and to be sent to TII peer review team and Deliverables for Phase 2 Gate are 

being updated and finalised. 
 

CLIFDEN TO RECESS GREENWAY 

Under construction on section East of the village of Recess. Tender out for surfacing 2.5km section 

for TII Pavement Type A1. Engagement with a number of landowners ongoing. 

DERRYGIMLAGH TO KYLEMORE GREENWAY 

AECOM currently progressing the Strategic Assessment Report and the options long list. 

 

AT - N67 KINVARA VILLAGE 

Ecological Surveys ongoing with no significant constraints identified to date.  

 

AT - N63 ABBEYKNOCKMOY VILLAGE 

The Stage 1 Road Safety Audit has been carried out on site with the report to be agreed.  

 

N59 OUGHTERARD BRIDGE SIGNALISATION 

Design Report approved by TII.  The Part 8 application will be submitted for consideration week 

ending 21 July 2023. 

 

N59 OUGHTERARD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ hǇǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

prepared by GCC and are in the process of tendering for consultants to obtain development consent. 
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FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT 

RETAINED FIRE SERVICE INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

Since earlier this year SIPTU were in discussions with the LGMA re the implementation of the 13 

recommendations of the Retained Fire Services in Ireland - A Review of Recruitment and Retention and 

the Future Sustainability of Service Delivery Report.  On the 10 May, SIPTU withdrew from the 

negotiations and having previously balloted its members regarding industrial action, Notice was 

served on all Local Authorities that Industrial Action (in 3 phases) on the part of all retained fire fighters 

nationally would commence on 6th June.  

On the 19 June, the Labour Court met with both parties and decided that it may be in a position to 

assist with the discussions/negotiations and until such time as the Labour Court could have a full 

hearing (26th June) and issue a recommendation. SIPTU agreed not to progress the industrial action 

any further. 

The Labour Court issued its recommendation on the 10 June 2023.  SIPTU is putting the 

recommendation to its members for ballot to either accept/reject.  The ballot is taking place 

electronically from Monday 17 July 2023 to Wednesday 19 July.  SIPTU have recommended to its 

members not to accept the Labour Court Recommendation.  In anticipation of the recommendation 

being rejected by SIPTU members, SIPTU issued notification of strike action to all Chief Executives on 

the 12 July, with the action due to commence 12:01am on Wednesday the 26 July. 

{Lt¢¦ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ά{ΦL. No. 1/1992 - 

LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ !ŎǘΣ мффлΣ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ό5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴύ hǊŘŜǊΣ мффнέΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ άƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŎŀƭƭǎΦ  Galway Fire and Rescue Service in 

conjunction with the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management (NDFEM) in the 

DHLGH have developed contingency plans for the event that such a strike goes ahead. 

 

NEW FIRE APPLIANCE 

Earlier in July, Galway Fire and Rescue Service took delivery of a new Fire Appliance (Fire Engine).  This 

appliance will be located in Galway City Fire Station with the appliance its replacing going to Athenry 

Fire Stati 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & ENTERPRISE 

 

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE GALWAY 
  

LEO GALWAY PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTS TO SMALL BUSINESSES AND 

ENTREPRENEURS IN JUNE ð JULY: 
 

¶ 18 new mentoring assignments  

¶ 45 business advisory (1-to-1) sessions held 

¶ 8 Trading Online Vouchers approved 

¶ 124 participants on 8 LEO Training courses   
 

SOCIAL MEDIA STATISTICS 
 

¶ Facebook reach so far this year (to June 27th): 61,424 

¶ Instagram reach: 5,491 

¶ Visitors to website: 8558 (1st Jan ς 27th Jun). Over 78% are new visitors 
  

MINISTERIAL VISIT 

Minister of State for Business, Employment and Retail, Neale Richmond TD, visited Tuam on 16th June 

where he met with members of the Local Enterprise Office Galway team and two of their client 

companies. The Minister met with LEO staff to hear about their ongoing work and future plans for 

enterprise in Galway.  

 

Minister Richmond visited the premises of LEO client Galway Homeopathics Ltd t/a GH Agri, an 

agricultural veterinary healthcare company and was given a tour of the facility by CEO Kevin McHugh. 

Established in 1989, GH Agri manufactures nutritional products for cattle, sheep and horses which are 

designed to enhance animal performance and build up their immune systems. Later the Minister 

travelled to another LEO client, Evo Precision Engineering, a manufacturing company that was 

established in 2022 and 

specialises in manufacturing 

medical devices and 

automation machines. 
 

L-R: EOIN CONNAIRE 

(LEO), CIARAN CANNON 

TD, CAROLINE 

MCDONAGH (LEO), KEVIN 

MCHUGH (CEO, GH 

AGRI), MINISTER NEALE 

RICHMOND , VALERIE KELLY 

(LEO) AT CLIENT VISIT IN 

TUAM, CO. GALWAY.  
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L-R: MINISTER NEALE RICHMOND, ROBERT GATELY (CEO, EVO PRECISION), VALERIE 

KELLY (LEO) AT CLIENT VISIT IN TUAM, CO. GALWAY.  

  

NETWORK GALWAY ANNUAL AWARDS 

 

LEO Galway attended Network DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мсth in the Galmont Hotel. Winner of 

ǘƘŜ [9h Dŀƭǿŀȅ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ Ψ9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎǿƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΩ ǿŀǎ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ƻŦ 

[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜƭƭ /ƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ IƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎǿƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΩ ǿŀǎ [ƻǳƛǎŜ 

Lally of Louise Lally Training Academy. 

 

 

 

L-R: STEPHANIE COLOMBANI (LEO), LOUISE LALLY (WINNER), SUZANNE RYAN 

(PRESIDENT OF NETWORK GALWAY) 
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 UNIVERSITY OF GALWAY- IDEAS LAB: START100 SHOWCASE  

LEO Galway attended the University of Galway Start100 Showcase on 16th June. Start100 is the 

University of Galway's only student incubator programme.  The programme is competitive with only 

12 student teams selected to participate each year.  Individuals or teams work for 6 weeks on an early-

stage idea business idea and develop their skills and competences.  Teams are matched with an expert 

mentor and take part in weekly workshops and meetings to develop their idea. LEO Galway is a 

contributor to the programme through the funding of the Start Your Own Business half-day workshop. 

²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϵрΣллл ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ [ŀƳō/ŀƳ ς Shan Pereira, Maria Comas and 

aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ς who 

developed software to help 

farmers monitor the behaviour 

of sheep during lambing 

season. One to Watch winner 

was Chloe Heffernan with her 

Glow by Chloe Cosmetics start-

up business. 

 

OVERALL, WINNERS OF 

START100 PROGRAMME 

AWARD: TEAM LAMBCAM 

ð SHAN PEREIRA, MARIA 

COMAS AND MICHELLE 

OõDONNELL 

 

IDA CLIENT LAUNCH 

LEO Galway attended the launch of IDA client - Liberty IT - on June 23rd in the Portershed.  The launch 

was officially opened by Hildegarde Naughton T.D & Mayor of Galway City, Eddie Hoare & Mary 

Buckley of IDA. Liberty IT will create 100 highly skilled jobs in Galway over the next 2 years led by 

Darren Muldoon & his team.  

 

L-R: JENNY MULLERY 

(UNIVERSITY OF 

GALWAY), DARREN 

MULDOON (LIBERTY IT) 

AND VALERIE KELLY 

(LEO) 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAbP66UBVMbIUxROqOLXcRmMmbXL21bEWyQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAHeZPIBsQDM0KBUV0DNlEMY3jx7zea1hS8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAHeZPIBsQDM0KBUV0DNlEMY3jx7zea1hS8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAUbEeoBKDcZCy43yC2aLBqz7_D2l8oxnXI

